
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Rothwell St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

English Curriculum Planner - Writing Texts & Genres 2021 -22 (Reviewed in May 2022)  
 

Our whole school English Curriculum planner pulls together the core curriculum areas of Reading & Writing. It has fidelity to our core curriculum values of 

sequence, purposefulness and spirituality and builds on the knowledge, vocabulary and understanding our children have acquired from other curriculum 

areas.  

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

EYFS 

Theme   

All About Me 

(PSED) 

Creative Me 

(EAD) 

Me Now, Me Then 

(UTW) 

EYFS 

Texts  

The Colour Monster, Anna Llenas 

 

Rainbow Fish, Marcus Pfister 

 

Only One You, Linda Kranz 

 

Owl Babies, Martin Waddell 

 

Monkey Puzzle, Julia Donaldson 

 

Goldilocks and The Three Bears 

Beautiful Oops, Barney Saltzberg 

 

The Dot, Peter H. Reynolds 

 

Handa’s Surprise, Eileen Browne 

 

Animal Boogie, Debbie Harter 

 

Elmer, David McKee 

 

The Three Little Pigs 

You Choose, Pippa Goodhart 

 

Through the Magic Mirror, 

Anthony Browne 

 

Jack and the Beanstalk 

 

Once There Were Giants, Martin Waddell 

 

The Elves and The Shoemaker  

 

Rain Before Rainbows, Smriti Prasadam-Halls 

Literacy Understand the five key concepts about print: 

- print has meaning 

- print can have different purposes 

- we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom 

- the names of the different parts of a book 

- page sequencing 

Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can: 

- spot and suggest rhymes 

- count or clap syllables in a word 

- recognise words with the same initial sound, such as money and 

mother 

Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new 

vocabulary. Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their 

early 

writing. For example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at 

the top of the page; writing ‘m’ for mummy. Write some or all of 

their 

name. 

Write some letters accurately. 

Read individual letters by saying the sounds for 

them. 

Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short 

words made up of known letter– sound 

correspondences. 

Read some letter groups that each represent one 

sound and say sounds for them. 

Read a few common exception words matched to 

Floppy Phonics. 

Read simple phrases and sentences made up of 

words with known letter–sound correspondences 

and, where necessary, a few exception words. 

Form lower-case and capital letters correctly. 

 

Spell words by identifying the sounds and then 

writing the sound with letter/s. 

Write short sentences with words with known 

sound-letter correspondences using a capital 

letter and full stop. 

Re-read what they have written to check that it 

makes sense.  

Re-read books to build up their confidence in 

word reading, their fluency and their 

understanding and enjoyment. 

 

Rec & 

KS1 

Poem of 

1. The Night Before Christmas, Clement Clark 

Moore : Archaic Text  

2. Crackle! Spit! Maria Thom (Onomatopoeia)  

1. I do not Mind you Winter Wind, Jack 

Prelutsky: Complexity of Plot  

1. The Frog, Hillaire Belloc: Archaic Text  

2. Scissors, Allan Ahlberg: Complexity of 

Plot  



 

the 

Month  

3. I wish I was a Pirate by Tony Bradman  

4. The Spider and the Fly, Mary Howitt : Archaic 

Text & Narrative Poem  

2. The Ning Nang Nong, Spike Milligan : 

Resistant Text  

3. The Owl and The Pussycat, Edward Lear 

: Archaic Text  

 

3. The Boneyard Rap, Wes Maggee  

4. The Dentist and The Crocodile, Roald 

Dahl: Narrative Poem  

Y1 

Theme 

Ourselves and Families 

Home sweet home 

The United Kingdom 

Queen Victoria  

Kenya   

 

Y1 

Writing 

Genres 

 

 

Labels/ Captions & Lists 2W 

(1 week) Labelling: Where do we 

find labels? How do non-fiction 

books use labels?  

Use inspiration from fiction class 

text: Funnybones. Use Labels to 

name different parts of their body. 

Show how labels clearly match the 

item being labelled.  

 

(1 week) Lists: Create lists of items 

that are important to them or 

things needed for a day at school 

using a heading like ‘You will 

need’  

Beneath an image of these 

labelled items e.g. coat, bookbag, 

shoes,   

Write a clear captions to explain 

the picture. Alternate context for 

embedding the skill: Local Area 

Walk ‘We have seen’  

 

 

Narrative: Re-telling Not Now 

Bernard 3W 

✓ Enjoy stories from familiar 

settings (see below in texts)  

✓ Use Talk4Writing to develop 

oracy & re-telling skills  

✓ Children able to link role 

play to a story to act it out in 

full linking to beg/ middle/ 

end.  

✓ Introduce a story map. Chd 

to make story maps that 

follow the sequence of a 

story with beg/middle/end. 

✓ Chd able to pull the main 

characters out of a story 

and describe them. 

Bonfire Poems : 

Onomatopoeia Poetry 2W 

Noise poems based on 

bonfire night. Chd to know 

that onomatopoeia is when a 

word replicates a sound. 

Teacher to create word banks 

of vocab for chd to use in 

their non-rhyming poems. Aim 

for children to use 3 

onomatopoeia words in each 

line.  

 

Instructional writing w. 

commands 2W 

Use Talk4Writing to develop 

oracy & re-telling skills.  

Chd to use some command 

sentences (a sentence that 

starts with a verb) to make a 

set of instructions about their 

DT project (clay owls linked to 

Owl Babies).  They will also use 

time sequencing words like 

next, after that to write their 

instructions. Chd can identify 

a verb and know it refers to 

an action word.  

 

Letter Writing to Grandparents 

3W 

Letters to grandparents to ask 

questions about their lives, 

drafted and neat written.  

Have a focus on correct use 

of question marks and writing 

a questions.  Understand the 

difference between the 

different W-Words (relative 

pro-nouns) e,g. 

who/what/where/why/when.  

 

Traditional tales 2W 

✓ Read and explore a 

range of traditional 

tales and identify 

the different 

characters and 

settings within the 

tales. Is there a 

deeper meaning or 

message in the 

story ? Does good 

triumph over bad ?  

✓ Which is your 

favourite traditional 

tale and why ?  

✓ Write a character 

description about 

one character from 

a traditional text. 

(whole class to do 

same character)  

 

 

Traditional tales : Different 

settings 2W 

Class write a fairy tale with 

a focus on adjectives and 

similes for description of 

the scene and the setting.  

By this point the children 

should be developing 

security in their knowledge 

of what an adjective, 

noun and verb is.  

Consider :  

✓ Hot-seating with a 

focus on questions 

✓ Use of question 

marks for 

questioning  

✓ Begin to use correct 

rules for speech for 

Questions about 

London  1W 

Chd to draft their own 

questions 

remembering that 

London has a capital 

letter because it is a 

proper noun. Chd to 

use questions marks 

correctly knowing they 

mark the end of the 

sentence because a 

question mark and 

exclamation mark both 

‘have a full stop built 

in’. Teacher to then 

create a piece of 

informative writing that 

will answer all of the 

questions to the 

children’s Qs. Each 

child will then be able 

to read, comprehend 

and find the answers to 

their questions.  

 

United Kingdom 

Booklets (information 

texts) 4 W 

 

Booklets to contain :  

Title poge 

• Contents page 

• 4 information 

pages about 

Eng/ Scot/ N.Ire/ 

Wales.  

• Conclusion Page 

Chd to understand the 

role of a contents 

page/ information 

pages. Chd to use key 

Exploring other cultures’ 

texts through fiction 1W 

 

Explore Lila and the Secret 

of Rain with a focus on the 

images (have them 

scanned on the screen) 

and new language to go 

with the text e.g. crops, 

milking. Begin with a 

reading comprehension 

focus based on the text to 

ensure deep 

understanding. Identify the 

characters and the setting 

within the text. What 

cultural language can be 

identified?  

 

My Postcard from Kenya 

2W 

Postcard writing about 

their imagined trip to Lila’s 

village in Kenya. What did 

they see? What did they 

do? Link activities to the 

story.   

 

Go To Kenya (Advert 

Writing) – Persuasive 

writing skills 2W 

Create an A3 advert 

encouraging people to go 

on holiday to Kenya. 

Advert to be heavily 

scaffolded by teacher in 

terms of layout with chd 

adding chunks of writing 

to persuade people to visit 

in planned sections e.g. 

What you can see/ What 

June : Phonics 

Testing  

 
Writing a Kenyan 

Story 3w  

 

Children to write a 

short story based on 

one of the letters in 

‘Letters to Africa’ by 

Lauren St. John. E.g. 

from Munteer 

Ketukei. The story 

could be loosely 

based on a typical 

day for a young 

Maasai boy or girl  

 

 
All About a Maasai 

Village 3w 

 

Children to write a 

simple information 

text with 

appropriate 

headings to tell the 

reader facts and 

information about a 

Maasai village  

 

 

 



 

✓ Chd can sequence the story 

and re-organise it if it is in 

the wrong order  

✓ Teacher model the use of 

speech for some groups of 

children who are capable  

 

Non-rhyming Simile Senses Poetry 

2W 

All About Me poem. Teach what a 

simile is and how it builds 

description. Identify the five senses 

that also build up description 

(science link). 

 Chd can use senses to write a five 

line poem that does not rhyme, to 

describe themselves e.g.  ‘My hair 

feels fuzzy like a teddy bear/ My 

voice sounds whispery like the 

sea…’  

They will incorporate a simile into 

each line and know that a simile is 

the use of like/as to compare two 

things.  

 

 

Maintain a continuous focus on 

rhyming words within the Poem of 

the Month so that children have a 

secure bank of rhyming couplets in 

mind 

 

 

Maintain a continuous focus 

on rhyming words within the 

Poem of the Month so that 

children have a secure bank 

of rhyming couplets in mind 

 

 

those children who 

are quicker to learn  

 

Traditional tales : Writing a 

Book Review  2W 

Write a book review of 

your favourite fairy tale inc. 

Favourite character, 

favourite part, setting  

 

 

 

geography vocab and 

vocab linked to 

curriculum e.g. Capital 

City etc.  

 
Grammar Focus 1 w  

Use Poem of the Month – 

Owl & The Pussycat  

 

Identify nouns, verns and 

adjectives within the text 

so that children have a 

base grammar 

understanding  

you can eat/ Amazing 

sites to visit  

 

 

 

Y1 texts  Share each text for a two-week period. The order 

can be organised to suit the genre of writing.  

1. Funnybones,  Janet & Allen Ahlberg  

2. Not Now, Bernard! David McKee : Resistant Text  

3. Peace at Last, Jill Murphy  

4. Where’s my teddy?Jez Alborough 

5. The Tiger who came to tea, Judith Kerr : Complexity 

of Plot 

6. Owl Babies, Martin Waddell : Complexity of Plot  

7. The Night Before Christmas, Clement Clark Moore : 

Archaic Text and Poem of The Month  

1. The Owl and the Pussycat, Edward Lear 

: Archaic Text & Poem of the Month  

2. Aesop’s Fables, Aesop : Archaic text  

3. The True Story of the Three Little Pigs, 

John Scieszka : Complexity of the 

Narrator 

4. Voices in the Park, Anthony Brown : 

Complexity of Text  

5. The Queen’s Knickers, Nicholas Allen  

6. The very smart pea and the princess to 

be, Mini Grey  

7. The Little Prince, Antoine de Saint-

Exupery : Archaic Text  

8. The Ning Nang Nong , Spike Milligan : 

Resistant Text  & Poem of the Month  

1. Lila and the Secret of Rain (Kenya), 

David Conway  

2. The Ghanaian Goldilocks* (Ghana, 

Tamara Pizzoli)  

3. The Colour of Home * (Somalia), 

Mary Hoffman   

4. Supertato, Paul Linnett, 

5. Traction Man, Mini Grey  

6. The Night Pirates, Peter Harris  

Poetry: Under the Moon & Over the Sea* 

(Caribbean) : Anthology  

 



 

Rec & 

KS1 

Poem of 

the 

Month  

1. The Night Before Christmas, Clement Clark 

Moore : Archaic Text  

2. Crackle! Spit! Maria Thom (Onomatopoeia)  

3. I wish I was a Pirate by Tony Bradman  

4. The Spider and the Fly, Mary Howitt : 

Archaic Text & Narrative Poem  

1. I do not Mind you Winter Wind, 

Jack Prelutsky: Complexity of 

Plot  

2. The Ning Nang Nong, Spike 

Milligan : Resistant Text  

3. The Owl and The Pussycat, 

Edward Lear : Archaic Text  

 

1. The Frog, Hillaire Belloc: 

Archaic Text  

2. Scissors, Allan Ahlberg: 

Complexity of Plot  

3. The Boneyard Rap, Wes 

Maggee  

4. The Dentist and The 

Crocodile, Roald Dahl: 

Narrative Poem  

Y2 

Theme  

Rothwell Miners 

 

London The Environment  

Y2 

writing 

genres  

Performance Poetry 1W 

Scissors by Alan Ahlberg 

OR Cats Sleep Anywhere by 

Eleanor Farjeon 

Perform verses in groups by 

learning off by heart  

Focus on the make-up of a poem 

e.g. rhyming words/ verses   

 

 

Writing our Miner’s Lunch Kit 

 List and Instruction Texts 2/3W 

How to create a Snip Tin    

Explore the lunches of local Miners. 

Chd to create a set of instructions 

based on a ‘You will need’ list 

followed by a set of instructions to 

make a Miner’s Lunch 
 

 

A Diary of a Rothwell Miner 2-3 W 

✓ Format of a diary inc. 

chronological order & past 

tense 

✓ Build up of consecutive days 

✓ Focus on figurative 

language to describe the 

conditions within the mine  

 

 

 

 

  

All About Mining In Rothwell  

(information texts) 4 W 

 

Booklets to contain a : Title 

page, contents page, 4 

information pages about 

elements of mining in Rothwell 

& conclusion. Chd to 

understand the role of a 

contents page/ information 

pages. Chd to use key vocab 

and vocab linked to 

curriculum. Chd to finish with 

a concluding page which 

would include their own 

opinion in mining in Rothwell. 

Chd to write this up as a neat 

version.  

 

Writing a setting Description 

Chd to create a setting 

description of a local, 

Yorkshire mine. This would be 

based on their first hand 

experiences and include 

powerful noun phrases, similes 

and description of senses.  

 

 

Poetry Language Focus: 

The Night Before Christmas 

1 W 

By Clement Clark Moor 

1. Identify all rhyming pairs 

2. Find all unknown words. 

Using a teacher 

created resource with 

Letter to the Queen 2 W  

Formal letters neatly 

written and sent to The 

Queen asking about life in 

Buckingham Palace. 

Explanation of their story 

about B.P and their fantasy 

character they created. 

Do send these to the 

Queen. 

 

Character Descriptions  

The BFG 2 W  

Chd to write a character 

study that focuses on the 

BFG, describing both his 

physical appearance with 

a focus on adjectives and 

similes and his character 

traits. Chd to reference the 

text where possible and 

make links with things that 

happen.  

 

 

Fantasy Texts: Giants at 

Buckingham Palace 2W 

Read passages from the 

BFG. Also read extract 

from The Borrowers to 

compare big and little 

fictional characters. 

Create their own big 

fantasy text based in 

Buckingham Palace with 

either a BFG in the 

grounds. 

Making a Factfile 

about The Great Fire of 

London 2W 

 

Rhyming Poetry 2W 

The Great Fire of 

London 

Teacher to model and 

create a word bank of 

rhyming words about 

the Great Fire of 

London  that can be  

used to create a 12 

lined coupled rhyme 

poem. Focus on 

figurative language & 

onomatopoeia.  

 

Recount Writing 2 W  

Use subheadings within 

a recount to explore 

their trip to the 

Thackray Medical 

Museum. Give details, 

use powerful 

description and add 

their own opinions.  

 

 

 

 

Fantasy Time Travel Stories 

(First Person)  3-4 W  

Use drama to imagine 

time travel that 

incorporates the different 

historical features from the 

year.  

The Great Fire of London > 

The Crimean War > Down 

the Mines 

 

Our Woodland Area 

 

Persuasive Writing – Why 

you should become 

involved in our Woodland 

Area 2 – 3 W  

Begin by creating an 

advert pictorially about 

volunteering in our 

woodland area. Chd to 

write a persuasive piece 

encouraging people to 

give up their break-times 

and lunchtimes to help 

out. Use simple sub-

headings within the piece 

e.g. Helping the Willow 

Trees grow  

 

 

All About Sir David 

Attenborough  

2W 

✓ Writing Qs to 

D.A  

✓ Hot seating as 

D.A in pairs  

✓ Key Facts: All 

about D.A  

 

Woodland Area 

Descriptive Writing  

2W  

 

Chd to create a 

short extract of 

descriptive writing, 

describing what 

their senses pick up 

in terms of sights, 

smells and feelings 

from a location of 

choice in the 

woodland area.  

 

 

Book Review – 

comparing the BFG 

to Fantastic Mr Fox 

2W  

 

Compare two texts 

by the same author 

– Roald Dahl. Use 

subheadings to 

organise opinions 

e.g. Who is your 



 

the words & meanings 

in alphabetical order 

chd solve unknown and 

new words.  

Split whole poem across the 

class and practise then 

perform and record.   

 

 

 

 

favourite 

character? 

 

 

Y2 Texts  Traditional Tales (Numerous) 

Where the Wild Things Are, Maurice Sendak : Complexity of Plot  

Scissors, Allan Ahlberg: Complexity of Plot  
Mirror, Jeanne Baker : Resistant Texts  

The Night Before Christmas Clement Clark Moore : Archaic Text 

The Trouble with Trolls, Jan Brett : Non-linear Time 

Sequence  

The Stinky Cheese Man and Other Fairly Stupid Tales, 

Jon Scieszka, Non-Liner time Sequence  

Three Brave Women, C L G Martin : Non-linear time 

sequence  

The BFG, Roald Dahl  

The Book With No Pictures, B J Novak : Resistant 

Text 

Fantastic Mr Fox, Roald Dahl : Complexity of the 

narrator 

Chester, Melanie Watt : Complexity of the 

narrator  

Flat Stanley, Jeff Brown  

Rec & 

KS1 

Poem of 

the 

Month  

1. The Night Before Christmas, Clement Clark Moore 

: Archaic Text  

2. Crackle! Spit! Maria Thom (Onomatopoeia)  

3. I wish I was a Pirate by Tony Bradman  

4. The Spider and the Fly, Mary Howitt : Archaic Text 

& Narrative Poem  

1. I do not Mind you Winter Wind, Jack 

Prelutsky: Complexity of Plot  

2. The Ning Nang Nong, Spike Milligan : 

Resistant Text  

3. The Owl and The Pussycat, Edward 

Lear : Archaic Text  
 

1. The Frog, Hillaire Belloc: Archaic 

Text  

2. Scissors, Allan Ahlberg: Complexity 

of Plot  

3. The Boneyard Rap, Wes Maggee  

4. The Dentist and The Crocodile, 

Roald Dahl: Narrative Poem  

Y3 

Theme  

The City where we Live  WWII 

 

Greece Now and Then  

 

Y3 

writing 

genres  

Writing a Biography : Michael 

Marks & Tom Spencer 2w 

Chd to create a biography-duo 

about the creation of Marks & 

Spencer and the history of the 

Store M & S 

 

Diary of a Little Match Girl 2W 

Exploration of the text by Hans 

Christian Anderson. Historical 

understanding of life for poor chd. 

Diary writing using diary features 

already understood to write a 

series of diary entries about Winter 

in Odense (Denmark).  

 

Letter writing about a Leeds Issue 

2W 

Chd to write to our local MP or the 

Mayor of Leeds about something 

they feel passionate about within 

the city e.g. more green spaces  

 

 

 

 

Time Travel Narrative Story 3/4 

W  

 

Chd to choose a location 

within the city of Leeds i.e. 

Leeds Market. Chd to enable 

their main character to go 

back in time to that location 

in the 1800s.  

 
 Non-Chronological Report 

about The City of Leeds  3/4w 

Chd to  create an informal 

report based on their own 

experience, enjoyment and 

pride in their city including 

information about their 

favourite features & 

landmarks and parts of the 

city.  

 

 

 

War Hero Poetry – Sgt Arthur 

Aaron 2w 

Chd to create first person 

poems with a focus on 

figurative language which 

will then be acted out 

dramatically with gestures 

and movement linked to 

dance & drama.  

 

Persuasive writing – Fight 

for your country. 2W 

An in-depth look at the 

historical context of war 

posters that aimed to 

persuade. Look at different 

issues ; chd then select 

one and write as the 

government, persuading 

the population.  

 

 
Instruction Writing – How to 

put your Gas Mask on  

2W writing with power and 

urgency explaining how to 

Traditional Poetry 2 W  

Spring by William Blake 

or Daffodils by William 

Wordsworth at the time 

of Spring. Focus on 

language (new & 

unknown) and imagery 

created by 

Wordsworth. Blake’s 

AABBCC rhyming 

pattern is a good 

model to follow.  
 

. Descriptive Writing : 

The Blitz  

Chd to learn how to 

use figurative 

language to write a 

powerful  

Non-Chronological Report 

– Modern Day Greece  3W 

Non-chron reports with 

introduction, headings 

& paragraphs and 

closing paragraph. Use 

of key vocab  

 

Greek Myths and Legends 

3W –  Exploration of Greek 

myths and legends with 

alternate endings/ 

interesting changes e.g. 

transfer to the Modern Day 

1. Pandora’s Box  

2. Icarus & Daedalus   

 

 

 

  

Inspirational  Greek 

Myth Writing 4W 

Begin by pulling 

together 

knowledge of 

Greek Gods. Chd to 

use inspiration to 

write a story about 

a sighting of a 

Greek God on 

Mount Olympus. 

Combine 

knowledge of 

geographical 

language and 

vocabulary within 

the story.   

 

Persuasive Writing – 

Travel to Greece! 2 

W  

Chd to create a 

persuasive 

argument to 

encourage 

travellers to visit 



 

 

 

 

make life saving actions in 

emergency.  

 
 

Greece and explore 

the wonders. 

Children to use 

paragraphing within 

their writing as well 

as correct historical 

& geographical 

language.  

 

Y3 Texts  Extract from The Twits, Roald Dahl 

 

The Little Match Girl, Hans Christian 

Anderson : Archaic text  

 

Extract from the Railway Children, 

Edith Nesbit : Archaic text  

 

The Witches, Roald Dahl : 

Complexity of the Narrator  

 

The firework maker’s daughter 

by Philip Pullman : Non-linear 

time sequence  

 

Non-fiction Text: Plastics in soil 

– magazine extract 

 

Non-fiction text : Leeds 

Galleries – Leeds in WW2  

  

Extract from Goodnight Mr 

Tom, Michelle Magorian : 

Archaic language  

 

Blitzcat, Robert Westall     

Complete text: Nim’s 

Island, Wendy Orr : 

Complexity of the 

Narrator  

 

The Velveteen Rabbit , 

Margery Williams : Archaic 

texts  

Greek Myths:   

1. Icarus and 

Daedalus  

2. Pandora’s box 

 

 

The Tunnel, Anthony 

Browne : 

Complexity of plot & 

Picture Book 

 

The Mysteries of 

Harris Burdick, Chris 

van Allsburg : 

resistant text  

 

Greek Myths:    

1. Baucis 

and 

Philemon 

 

 

POEM  1. The Night Before Christmas, Clement Clark 

Moore : Archaic Text  

2. The Jabberwocky, Louis Carroll : Resistant 

Text  

3. In Flanders Fields, John McCrae : 

Complexity of plot  

4. A Penny for the Guy, Charles Causley : 

Archaic text 
 

1. The Highwayman, Alfred Noyes : Archaic texts   

2. Daffodils, William Wordsworth : Complexity of 

Plot  

3. Catch a Little Rhyme, Eve Merriam: 

Complexity of Plot  

 

1. Silver,  Walter De La Mer: Complexity of 

Plot  

2. From a Railway Carriage, Robert Louis 

Stevenson, Archaic language  

3. Macavity The Mystery Cat, T S Eliot  

4. Clever Trevor, Benjamin Zephaniah  

 

Y4 

Theme 

The Stone Age The Romans & Water – friend or Foe? Anglo Saxons & A study of Whitby  

 

Y4 

Genre 

Descriptions of Neverland 3W 

(Third Person)  

Compare Alice’s Wonderland and 

Peter Pan’s Island of Neverland as 

children pull parts from these 

imaginary places to create their 

own neverland. Write this up using 

the draft, edit, neat write & publish 

process. Chd to be taught to use 

similes and metaphors in their 

writing to make this imaginary 

world come to life. Write this as a 1 

Poetry Writing: Focus on the 

Lost Words by Macfarlane 

(Poetry) 2W 

As the seasons change bring 

in Autumn colours e.g. leaves/ 

branches. Allow each child to 

create a title piece for their 

nature item e.g. Lonely Leaf 

and then write in the style of 

Macfarlane to describe it.  

 

 

‘Did you 

know…?’Informative 

factfile Writing -The 

Romans In Yorkshire 

Eboracum (York) & 

Calcaria (Tadcaster) 1W 

Children to create an 

informal factfile all about 

interesting and exciting 

facts. This wil lead up to 

creating interest in the 

Fiction - Diary of an 

Englishman under 

attack 2 W 

Based on their 

curriculum knowledge 

chd to create a 

riveting diary entry 

about an English man 

or woman’s  attack 

from the Romans  

 

 

Letter Writing – Please tell 

me about…Whitby!  3W 

Chd to write to local pupils 

at St. Hedda’s in Whitby to 

ask them about the local 

area and how it has 

changed. Letters posted 

to people the chd may 

know e.g. a local relative 

or somebody in the 

community. When each 

Stories with 

suspense– WHITBY  

4W 

Children to write 

their own spooky 

suspense stories 

about something 

scary that 

happened in 

Whitby Abbey. Pull 

together the skills 

developed this year 



 

page narrative description. Chd to 

understand this is written in third 

person.   

 

Imaginary Recount of a trip to 

Neverland 3W 

Chd to imagine they have set off 

on a trip to their imagined world. 

At the planning stage focus on 

what will be seen, heard, 

experienced and because this is in 

first person – what they will feel. 

Chd to use paragraphs to 

organise their description. Chd to 

understand this is written in first 

person.  Bring in extracts from Lost 

Words e.g. focus on the dandelion 

to see how one thing is described 

in great depth. Write this up using 

the draft, edit, neat write & publish 

process 

 

Poetry Review: Focus on the Lost 

Words by Macfarlane (Poetry) 2W 

Narrative linking to Lost Words 

(focus on descriptive language). 

Allow chd to choose their own 

poetry piece/item of study. Chd to 

write a personal review of their 

item to explain why they chose it 

and why it appeals to them.  

 

100 Word Description 

Challenge. 1/2W Merging 

description from previous HT with this 

one 
Create an A4 Advert for a 

stone age tool. Follow this up 

with a 100 word challenge in 

first person. Chd to describe 

being a stone age person 

holding this tool in their hand, 

knowing the things it will 

enable them to do. Focus on 

description using figurative 

language.   

 

Explanation Writing – How the 

Stone Age People made their 

tools.  2W 

Use: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-
clips-video/history-ks2-discovering-
stone-age-tools-made-of-

flint/zjtjmfr to explain how to 

make a stone age tool from 

flint and Stone Age resin. Use 

personal insight & opinion to 

give more detail and interest 

to the reader. Use a diagram, 

labels & caption to 

accompany the piece.  

 

 

non-chronological report 

to follow.  

 

First Person personification  

Poetry 2/3W 

Children to write with the 

voice of the water in a 

prominent Roman city e.g. 

York/ Harrogate using 

personification to bring the 

water to life (link with 

water & Romans topic)  

 

Persuasive Writing – Let us 

rule 3W  

Use the draft/edit/neat 

write process to produce a 

persuasive piece of writing 

written in first person from 

the voice of either Julius 

Ceaser or Claudius to 

persuade the people of 

England to let the Romans 

Rule  

 

 

 

Non-Chronological 

Reports – The Romans  

3/4W 

Non-chron reports with 

introduction, headings 

& paragraphs and 

closing paragraph. Use 

of key vocab & writer’s 

voice to create interest 

and excitement.  

 

letter is received back 

share with the whole class.  

 

Acrostic Poetry – WHITBY  

2W 

Acrostic Poems that spell 

out WHITBY with ABABAB 

rhyming pattern  

 

Book Review – The Iron 

Man by Ted Hughes 2W 

Chd to write a compelling 

review which explores the 

ideas, the use of language 

and the characters in the 

text.   

 

 

 

of writing 

descriptively, with 

key vocabulary to 

give a precise 

amount of 

information about 

the history and 

geography of the 

location. Use the 

write -edit- publish 

process to create a 

finished piece.  

 

Recount Writing – 

Our trip to Whitby 

2W 

Chd to write an 

exciting recount 

that confidently 

uses the effective 

use of 

paragraphing to 

write a recount of 

their class visit to 

Whitby. They will use 

geographical 

language and new 

vocabulary to get 

this spot on. Include 

personal insight & 

opinions to add 

interest for the 

reader about an 

exploration of our 

local area based on 

things we have 

found out. 

 

Y4 texts  Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, Lewis Carroll : Archaic 

text  

Peter Pan, J M Barrie : Archaic Text  

Lost Words, Robert MacFarlane  

Fortunately the Milk, Neil Gaiman : non-linear time 

sequence  

 Cloud Busting, Malorie Blackman : Resistant texts  

 

The Iron Man, Ted Hughes : 

Complexity of Plot   
The Lion, The Witch 

and the Wardrobe, 

C S Lewis : Archaic 

Language  

POEM  5. The Night Before Christmas, Clement Clark 

Moore : Archaic Text  

6. The Jabberwocky, Louis Carroll : Resistant 

Text  

7. In Flanders Fields, John McCrae : 

Complexity of plot  

4. The Highwayman, Alfred Noyes : Archaic texts   

5. Daffodils, William Wordsworth : Complexity of 

Plot  

6. Catch a Little Rhyme, Eve Merriam: 

Complexity of Plot  

 

5. Silver,  Walter De La Mer: Complexity of 

Plot  

6. From a Railway Carriage, Robert Louis 

Stevenson, Archaic language  

7. Macavity The Mystery Cat, T S Eliot  

8. Clever Trevor, Benjamin Zephaniah  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-discovering-stone-age-tools-made-of-flint/zjtjmfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-discovering-stone-age-tools-made-of-flint/zjtjmfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-discovering-stone-age-tools-made-of-flint/zjtjmfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-discovering-stone-age-tools-made-of-flint/zjtjmfr


 

8. A Penny for the Guy, Charles Causley : 

Archaic text 

 

Y5 

Themes 
Angry Earth The Andes South America and Fair Trade 

Y5 

Genres  

Poetry – Linked with War Horse 2W 

Christina Rosetti – Colours use 

Rosetti’s poem as a model to the 

class.  

Explore rhyming couplets and 

figurative language and then use 

the draft and edit process to 

create final poems in neat.  

 

 

Diary Writing – The Leeds Pals and 

the Battle of the Somme 3W 

Diary write in First person focus with 

exploration of the areas of 

figurative writing. On the first day 

of the Battle of the Somme 750 of 

the 900 Leeds Pals died in battle. 

Select a real life individual to write 

from his perspective.  

In addition, use Beyond the Lines 

video as a visual stimulus 

 

 

Book Review – War Horse 2W 

Chd to write a compelling review 

which explores the ideas, the use 

of language and the characters in 

the text as well as deeper moral 

meanings.   

 

 

Non-chronological report – 

Exploring The Angry Earth– 4W 

Non-chron reports with 

introduction, headings & 

paragraphs and closing 

paragraph. Introduce the use 

of sub-headings in Y5.   

Include factual language, 

topic specific vocab and 

personal insight into the 

amazing way that the angry 

earth comes to be.). 

Give some independence in 

headings based on the chd’s 

research and interest. 

 

 

Newspaper Writing – The 

explosion of __________ 3W 

Tabloid newspaper article in a 

National Paper to 

sensationalise the explosion of 

taught volcano/ earthquake. 

Chd to know the difference 

between tabloid & 

broadsheet.  Include: snappy 

headline, third person, past 

tense, informative first 

paragraph with 5W- 

who/what/where/when/ why 

followed by consecutive 

paragraphs that are 

beginning to flow from one 

into the next (cohesion). 

Include an image with a 

snappy caption that links to 

the headline.  

 

 

 

 

Poetry Focus – The 

Highwayman by Alfred 

Noyes 3 W  

Comprehension of the 

poem, then depth of 

character analysis, 

children writing from a 

character’s view point, 

thoughts, feelings and 

emotions. 

 

Narrative Writing – The 

Highways of the Andes – 

3W  

 

Write a narrative piece of 

writing describing climbing 

one of the mountains 

within The Andes. Have an 

emphasis on geographical 

language within the text.  

 
 

 

100 Word Descriptive 

challenge – the beauty 

of South America 2/3 W 

Select a place within 

S.A and then use video 

clips and imagery to 

explore the location. 

Use very short 

sentences, 

adventurous 

punctuation and 

heavily modelled 

teacher writing to 

create some amazing 

pieces of writing. Focus 

on the editing process 

in order to create the 

perfect finished piece. 

Focus on figurative 

writing.  

 

 Letter Writing to Jamal 

(Boy Overboard by 

Morris Gleitzman)  

Chd to write letters to 

the main character, 

Jamal, or his sister Bibi, 

exploring the 

challenging issues they 

would have faced 

either in Afghanistan or 

on their arrival in 

Australia. Prepare to 

contrast with another 

text by the same 

author next HT.  

 

When finished move on to 

: Biography Writing (anti-

slavery) – Harriet Tubman 

2/3W  

Chd to create a 

biography, looking at the 

life and achievements of 

Harriet Tubman who 

helped slaves to escape 

entrapment  

 

 

 

Persuasive Writing – Why 

Fairtrade? 3/4W 

  

Use the draft/edit/neat 

write process to produce a 

persuasive piece of writing 

written to persuade fellow 

young people to choose 

fairtrade options.  

 

 

Poetry – A Slave’s 

Lament 3 W 

Chd to create a 

short non-rhyming 

poem that conjures 

the sound, 

atmosphere and 

cultural feel that the 

slave trade had in 

the Caribbean/ 

Sputhern States in 

the 1800s.   

 

 

Fairtrade Reflection 

1W  

Chd to write a 

refection that is 

written in 1st person 

format about their 

own personal 

journey in fairtrade 

& justice from Easter 

to now. Chd to 

reflect on:  

1. How their own 

attitude has 

changed as 

they have 

learnt more 

about ethics, 

justice & 

trade  

2. What they 

have learned 

about slavery, 

fair trade, 

justice & 

ethics from 

their unit  

3. How their 

attitude will 

affect them 



 

going 

forwards  

Y5 Texts  War Horse, Michael Morpurgo : Complexity of Narrator  

Coming Home : Michael Morpurgo 

WW1 poetry: Colours by Christina Rossetti ; Dulce et decorum est 

by Wilfred Owen ; Laurence Binyon, For the Fallen 

A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens, Non-linear Time sequence & 

Archaic Texts  
 

The Highwayman, Alfred 

Noyes : Archaic Language  

 

  

Boy Overboard by 

Morris Gleitzman (Sp. 2 

& Su 1)  

 

Boy Overboard by Morris 

Gleitzman (Sp. 2 & Su 1) 

Family poems by Berlie 

Doherty: 

1.My Sparrow Gran 

2.Secrets 

3. Dad 

PSHE linked Poetry: 

Anastasia Braun – 

Stand Up Against 

Homophobia. 

Shannon Callow –

Equality (He For She) 

D Awanis – Beauty 

in Diversity 

POEM  1. The Night Before Christmas, Clement Clark 

Moore : Archaic Text  

2. The Jabberwocky, Louis Carroll : Resistant 

Text  

3. In Flanders Fields, John McCrae : 

Complexity of plot  

4. A Penny for the Guy, Charles Causley : 

Archaic text 

1. The Highwayman, Alfred Noyes : Archaic texts   

2. Daffodils, William Wordsworth : Complexity of 

Plot  

3. Catch a Little Rhyme, Eve Merriam: 

Complexity of Plot  

 

1. Silver,  Walter De La Mer: Complexity of 

Plot  

2. From a Railway Carriage, Robert Louis 

Stevenson, Archaic language  

3. Macavity The Mystery Cat, T S Eliot  

4. Clever Trevor, Benjamin Zephaniah  

Y6 

Themes 

The Lives of Women Then and Now  Medicine Through time Across the World   

Y6 

Genres 

 

Letter Writing 2W – Myself to Malala 

Chd to learn about the life and 

challenges of Malala. Following 

this they will write to her to 

commend her on her bravery and 

explain how they have been 

inspired by her work. Chd to 

consider : Does the fight for 

equality look the same across the 

globe? How has this been taken 

by different women in different 

cultures to fit their needs/the 

situation they are in? Is the fight for 

equality still going on? What does 

it look like today? Chd to use the 

draft-edit-publish process.  

 

Newspaper Writing – Can we trust 

sources? The truth about Rosa 

Parks 3W  

Chd to use and evaluate the 

range of sources provided from 

newspapers at the time of the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott in 1955.  
 https://www.newspapers.com/topics/ 

famous-people/rosa-parks/ 
 

 

 WW2 Reflection – Rosie the 

Riveter  2W  

Chd to write a refection that is 

written in 1st person format 

about the period of 

remembrance to look at the 

way that the view of women 

changed during WW2 as 

women looked up to the 

iconic characterisation of 

‘Rosie the Riveter’ across the 

globe i.e. Australia, U.S & U.K. 

Chd to imagine they are 

writing as a man of that era 

using present tense but 

language typical of 1940s.  

 

Diary Writing 1W – Emily 

Davison (Over the Robinwood 

week)  

Chd to write a diary entry 

from Emily Davison the day 

before her death (June ’13), 

explaining how she had 

wanted to attach a flag to 

the King’s Horse to proclaim 

women’s suffrage. Ensure 

One Woman’s Terrorist is 

another woman’s freedom 

fighter – Argument writing 

2W   

Chd to create a balanced 

argument to discuss 

whether the actions of the 

suffrage movement were 

justified, and to what 

degree. Chd to use 

historical facts & 

information to support their 

writing. 

  

 

A Letter to My Confidant 

Published Letter Writing 2W 

Chd to write as Elizabeth 

the First, writing to her 

Nurse Blanche Parry. 

Elizabeth to write a letter of 

female strength, 

expressing the power and 

ability of a Young Queen. 

Chd to use old language 

with a chance to use 

formal grammatical 

functions at this point.  

Informative Writing : 

Our NHS 2W 

Chd to write to inform 

the reader about the 

medical support 

available to them and 

how the NHS has 

changed over time  

  

Covid : My Story 

Writing an extended 

recount  2W 

Chd to write an 

extended recount 

written in first person  

 

 

Writing a Dual 

Narrative 

2W  

Use Pax by Sara 

Pennypacker to create 

a story with a friendship 

between an animal 

and its owner at its 

core as the two 

struggle to get home/ 

to safety. Flit between 

Y6 SATs 

 

Suspense Writing – 

Plagued. 3W 

Children to write a modern 

day ghost story based in 

Aldgate Underground 

Train station – on the site of  

one of London’s biggest 

plague pits. Chd to create 

a chilling, suspense-filled 

narrative piece to 

showcase their end of 

school abilities. 

 

Non-Chronological 

Reports - The Great Plague  

3W 

Children to write a non-

chronological report 

about The Great Plague 

including the use of 

headings and sub-

headings. Chd to use 

correct vocabulary and 

explore the full plethora of 

punctuation available to 

them.  

Non-Chronological 

Reports - The Great 

Plague  

3W 

Children to write a 

non-chronological 

report about The 

Great Plague 

including the use of 

headings and sub-

headings. Chd to 

use correct 

vocabulary and 

explore the full 

plethora of 

punctuation 

available to them.  

 

 

200 Word 

descriptive 

challenge 3 W  

Chd to write at dusk 

in St. Giles-in-the-

Field, London, 

August 1665.  Chd 

to explore the visual 

horrors that the 

http://interestingliterature.com/2015/10/30/a-short-analysis-of-laurence-binyons-for-the-fallen/
https://www.newspapers.com/topics/%20famous-people/rosa-parks/
https://www.newspapers.com/topics/%20famous-people/rosa-parks/


 

Poetry Focus – In Flanders Fields by 

John McCrae 2W 

Chd to create their own AABB 

rhyming poems inspired by the 

Poppy Field where soldiers fought 

in WW1. 

 

 

 

historical detailing is accurate 

in her wishes.  

 

Time travel story : London 100 

years apart  2/3 W 

Describe the sights and 

sounds of London in the 1910s 

as the woman of the 

Suffragettes and Suffragists 

attempted to make changes 

to politics. Write two separate 

narrative chapters within a 

story, one based in 1913 

where the violent outburst of  

 

‘They might try and 

manipulate her, they might 

try and manoeuvre her, 

they might even try to 

depose her, but she was in 

charge,’ Christine Riding  

 
Has equality been a 

continuous improvement 

throughout History?  2W 

Children & staff to choose 

one of the focused 

humanities areas to write 

an essay on, exploring the 

themes and the topic in 

depth and pulling together 

their historical knowledge.  

the two first person 

voices of creature & 

person. Chd to explore 

the writing elements 

including alliteration, 

personification, similies, 

metaphors etc.   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

plague wreaked as 

well as the call to 

bring out the dead. 

Chd to explore the 

writing elements 

including 

alliteration, 

personification, 

similies, metaphors 

etc.   

 

  

Y6 Text 

 

 

Northern Lights, Philip Pullman : Complexity of plot  

In Flanders Fields, John McCrae  

 

Charge of the Light Brigade, Alfred Lord Tennyson : 

Archaic language  

Pax, Sara Pennypacker : Complexity of 

Narrator  

Around the World in 80 Days by Jules Verne : 

Archaic Text  

The Wanderer (Anglo-Saxon poetry) 

POEM  1. The Night Before Christmas, Clement Clark 

Moore : Archaic Text  

2. The Jabberwocky, Louis Carroll : Resistant 

Text  

3. In Flanders Fields, John McCrae : 

Complexity of plot  

4. A Penny for the Guy, Charles Causley : 

Archaic text 
 

1. The Highwayman, Alfred Noyes : Archaic texts   

2. Daffodils, William Wordsworth : Complexity of 

Plot  

3. Catch a Little Rhyme, Eve Merriam: 

Complexity of Plot  
 

1. Silver,  Walter De La Mer: Complexity of 

Plot  

2. From a Railway Carriage, Robert Louis 

Stevenson, Archaic language  

3. Macavity The Mystery Cat, T S Eliot  

4. Clever Trevor, Benjamin Zephaniah  

 


