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Important days and dates 

for this half term 
 

Thursday 20th Jan (TBC) 

Please await a final 

confirmation due to 

DBS checks 

Piano lessons begin in 

school with The 

Diocese of Leeds 

 

Friday 18th February 

Break up for half term 

 

Class Collective 

Worship 

 

Rec: Thurs 2.30pm 

Y1: Thurs 2.30pm 

Y2: Wed 2.30pm 

Y3: Wed 10.30am  

Y4: Wed 10.30am  

Y5: Thurs 2.30pm 

Y6: Thurs 2.30pm 

 

A Zoom link will be sent 

out to you. If you have 

more than one child, 

you could ensure that 

you have logged onto 

one per child, per half 

term. KS2 classes 

nominate groups of 

children to lead, so 

make sure you ask your 

child if they are a lead 

each week.  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Attendance: The best attendance last week was seen in Year 5 with 

98.89%. Well done and keep it up.  

 

Behaviour: Each week we count how many pupils achieve gold by 

the end of the week. Last week the classes with the most children on 

gold were Year 1. Well done to all these children – Miss Leonard is so 

proud of you all. We will be beginning our always boxes again from Monday with an 

end of half term treat of lunch at Morrisons for 12 lucky winners. 

 

Gold Book Children last week: Well done to all our children for their hard work last 

week. 

Reception: Cillian and Jack Year 4: Jack and Harriet 

Year 1: William and Iris Year 5: Isabelle and James H 

Year 2: Clarke R and Edie Year 6: Amelija and Sapientia 

Year 3: Niamh and Odin  

 

Mindmate: Assembly! We can’t wait to see the chain of kindness spread 

throughout school! 

There were no nominations last week. 

 

Team Points: The winning house this week was St George, and the winning class was 

Y4. Congratulations.  

 

Covid updates: Please can I ask that you do regular 

lateral flow tests on your children. Thank you to all 

parents who had done and have identified 

asymptomatic cases! As I mentioned previously, it is not 

necessarily the one or two cases, it is the spread and 

staff absence that could affect a whole class that we 

need to try and avoid. If we work together to test, 

minimise interactions and slow the spread, then school 

can operate as normal. If your child has any symptoms, especially sore throat 

headache (possibly itchy eyes in a few cases), then you do need a full PCR 

test. LFD is for regular testing.  
 

School Meals and Staffing: We have been notified that on occasions there may be 

changes to our staff due to Covid. If we are short staffed or staff must cover in another 

school, there may be alterations to our menu. If this is to happen, we will notify you. If 

your child is entitled to Free School Meals and needs to isolate, please let school know 

because you are entitled to food during this time.  

 

Leeds Diocese – One to One Piano lessons: We are opening up to Year 3, 4,5,6 to offer 

one to one piano lessons on a Thursday during school time. This is payable by parents 

at a cost of £10 for a 20 min lesson each week. If you are interested and have not 

already replied, please email head@ to express your interest.  

Virtue: 
FAITH 

 

about:blank


Admission into Reception  

The admissions round for 

Reception for September 

2022 has now closed. If 

you have not completed 

your application, please 

contact admissions and 

the school office.  

 

www.rothwellstmarys.co.

uk  

 

 

Sacraments  

 

Dates for your diary: 

 

Year 3 

Reconciliation 

Saturday 19th March 

at 9am 

 

Year 4 First Holy 

Communion 

Sunday 15th May 

11am 
 

 

 

 

Covid Information 

 

Our Covid page on the 

school website will give you 

the latest information 

including schools’ 

contingency plans and any 

new risk assessments.  

https://www.rothwellstmary

s.co.uk/school-info/covid/ 

 

 

 
New Parish website: Fr. 

Eamon has had a new 

website developed and 

would like to encourage as 

many of you to access it. 

www.stmaryrothwell.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Fundraising for a defibrillator: Thank you so much to all the families who 

donated so generously last week. We raised in the region of £580. This will go 

towards the cabinet for the defib outside school.  

Reading strategies used in school: VIPERS 

VIPERS is an acronym to aid the recall of the 6 reading domains as 

part of the UK’s reading curriculum.  They are the key areas which 

we feel children need to know and understand in order to improve 

their comprehension of texts. 

VIPERS stands for 

Vocabulary 

Inference 

Prediction 

Explanation 

Retrieval 

Sequence or Summarise 

The 6 domains focus on the comprehension aspect of reading 

and not the mechanics: decoding, fluency, prosody etc.  As such, VIPERS is not a 

reading scheme but rather a method of ensuring that teachers (Parents) ask, and 

pupils are familiar with, a range of questions.  They allow the teacher to track the type 

of questions asked and the children’s responses to these which allows for targeted 

questioning afterwards. We hope that these will be useful for home reading too.  

 

Friends of St Mary's:  

A reminder - FOSM is registered for Amazon Smile which is a simple way to support us 

every time you shop. It easy to select us as your chosen charity and Amazon donate 

0.5% of purchases made! To support us please go 

to https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1115799-0 or search for Friends Of St Mary’s School 

Rothwell at smile.amazon.co.uk. There's a few so look for Rothwell. Thank you!  

 

Twitter: Mrs Sweeney keeps our Twitter page updated. Please follow 

us @rothwellstmarys  

 

School Website: Please remember to keep an eye on your child’s 

class page for information of what they will be learning each half term, as well as the 

class newsletter and any photographs of learning in action! 

 

Always remember that the door is open, and your first port of call should be your 

child’s class teacher. If you need to speak further, then please see Mrs Martin or Mrs 

Sweeney or failing that myself. It is always better to nip things in the bud and get a 

resolution quickly with your child’s teacher.  

 

Remember we have open communication between home and school. If you need to 

speak to Miss Leonard, then please do come and request a time to talk. If you are 

concerned about your child or have a question, please do catch your class teacher 

on an evening after school. Thank you for your continued positive partnerships.  

God Bless- Miss S Leonard -Head teacherhead@rothwellstmarys.org.uk  
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