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Important days and dates 

for this half term 
 

Wednesday 8th 

December 

Open Afternoon for next 

September’s intake into 

Reception 1.30pm 

 

Friday 10th December 

FOSM 

Wear your own clothes 

day.  Raising money to 

purchase a community 

Defib.  

 

Monday 13th December 

Reception Nativity 

1.30pm & 5.30pm (Covid 

permitting!) 

 

Thursday 16th December 

Party Day – come 

dressed in your party 

clothes 

 

Thursday 16th 

December 
Christmas Dinner Day 

 

Friday 17th December 

Masses for children 

only 

9am Rec, Y1 & Y2 

9.45am Y3,4,5&6 

 

School finishes at 1pm 

Please collect your 

child from the 

classroom door. 

 

Tuesday 4th January 

2022 

School opens 

 

Thursday 6th Jan 

Young Voices 

(letter to follow) 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

In this Sunday’s Gospel, we hear about John the Baptist calling people to prepare 

themselves for Christ’s arrival. John alerted the people of the need to change some of 

their ways and to the fact that Jesus was coming. This Gospel can serve to remind us 

about the importance of preparing ourselves as Christmas approaches: to repent (to 

look into our hearts and see if there are any ways that we could make a change for 

the better), and to be busy doing the things that Jesus told us to do, loving God and 

loving one another through our words and through our deeds. In these ways we 

prepare our hearts to be filled with a joy that lasts long after the Christmas festivities 

have passed. Enjoy a very special time together hearing your child’s thoughts about 

this Sunday’s Gospel and this Wednesday’s word, which is PREPARATION. 
 

Attendance: The best attendance last week was seen in Year 2 with 

96.4%. Well done and keep it up.  

 

Behaviour: Each week we count how many pupils achieve gold by 

the end of the week. Last week the classes with the most children on 

gold was Year 6 and Year 2. All children were on gold, so this means 

they win golden time next Friday. Well done to all these children – Miss Leonard is so 

proud of you all.  

 

Gold Book Children last week: Well done to all our children for their hard work last 

week. 

Reception: Tobias & Martina Year 4: Rory & Olivia J 

Year 1:  Jessie & James Year 5: Nathan & Bradley 

Year 2: Mila & Joseph J Year 6: Ryan & Charlie 

Year 3: Zechariah & Antoni  

 

Team Points: The winning team was St Andrew, and the winning class was Reception.  

 

Mindmate: This half term, our MindMate Ambassadors have 

chosen to focus on the virtue of kindness following on from our 

Anti-bullying Week theme of ‘One kind word’. Our MindMate 

Ambassadors will be on the look out for random acts of kindness 

happening in school and the names of these children will be 

placed in a jar. Each week, one of our kind children will be 

chosen and celebrated in our Gold Book Assembly! We can’t wait to see the chain of 

kindness spread throughout school! 

Our chosen child last week was Thomas B in Year 5. Congratulations 

 

Christmas Week:  

Monday 13th December: Reception Nativity at 1.30pm & 5.30pm 

(we will allow 2 adults per child at each performance. Adults 

will have to present a negative lateral flow and wear a mask 

throughout). Children will be able to be taken home after the 

1.30pm performance.  

 

Virtue: 
PATIENCE 

 

http://www.rothwellstmarys.co.uk/


Admission into Reception  

This will officially open on 

1st November and run 

until 15th January 2022. If 

your child will be 4 

before 31st August, then 

you need to apply during 

this round. Please apply 

online AND come and 

ask for a supplementary 

information form at 

school or download from 

our school website 

www.rothwellstmarys.co.

uk  

Open Afternoon 2 

Wednesday 8th Dec at 

1.30pm 

 

Please contact school to 

book onto an afternoon. 

0113 2828182 
 

 

Covid Information 

 

Our Covid page on the 

school website will give you 

the latest information 

including schools’ 

contingency plans and any 

new risk assessments.  

https://www.rothwellstmary

s.co.uk/school-info/covid/ 

 

 

 

 
 

New Parish website: Fr. 

Eamon has had a new 

website developed and 

would like to encourage as 

many of you to access it. 

www.stmaryrothwell.org.uk 

 

Please can I ask parents to let Mrs Sweeney know the names of the adults attending 

each performance via email to head@ by Friday 10th December. Thank you for your 

support. This will be our first nativity in two years – a special occasion.  

 

Thursday 16th December: Christmas Dinner day. If your child has 

a packed lunch normally but would like a Christmas dinner, this  

should now have been booked on School Money as food 

needs to be ordered 2 week in advance. 

Party Afternoon: We will supply the food for all children. They can 

come dressed in warm party clothes for the Christmas Dinner and party afternoon.  

 

Friday 17th December: End of term masses Break up at 1pm. Please collect children 

from the classroom door.  

 

Reading books: Many of you will have noticed that the younger pupils are bringing 

home two books to read. Our original Oxford Reading Tree books are now being used 

as a richer read. This means that this is a book to share and is not for your child to read 

independently. The other book, which may be a Word Sparks partner text or 

independent text, a Hero Academy book, an Alien Adventure text; this is for your child 

to focus on developing their reading skills and applying their phonological skills. These 

books are pitched appropriately at your child’s reading age and if they are in 

Reception, Year 1, or Year 2, it is also closely matched to their phonic stage of 

development.  

 

 

Core Text + Richer Read 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Masses in the Parish: Masses at St Mary's on Xmas Eve 

and Xmas Day MUST be pre booked this year (and for this year 

only). Please contact Elaine Wormwell to arrange 0113 2827549. 

PLEASE do not simply turn up as before. Thank you. Fr Eamon.  

Christmas Eve is now FULLY BOOKED – only a wating list is available. 

 

Leeds Well School Partnership: Miss Stephens is working hard to avail of all the 

opportunities that Leeds is offering as part of our Leeds Well School Partnership. Over 

the next weeks and months there are many exciting things taking place:  

Y5- Football camp (size of group to be confirmed) Friday 12th November after school 
Y3/4- Leeds United football session for 14 students mix of Y3/4   Thursday 9th December 

@ 1 am 
Y5/6- Leeds United football session for 14 students mix of Y5/6   Tuesday 18th January @ 

10am 

As well as all the above, Miss Stephens (PE Leader) is introducing 30 minutes active 

learning into the daily timetable. This is at an early stage, but Year 4 are leading by 

example. See how active you can be at home and during your weekends. Research 

shows how physical activity enhances many aspects of our physical and mental 

wellbeing. 

http://www.rothwellstmarys.co.uk/
http://www.rothwellstmarys.co.uk/
https://www.rothwellstmarys.co.uk/school-info/covid/
https://www.rothwellstmarys.co.uk/school-info/covid/
http://www.stmaryrothwell.org.uk/


Friends of St Mary's: FOSM Wear What You Want Fundraising Day - December 10th 

In the UK there are more than 30,000 out of hospital cardiac arrests each year 

however just 1 in 10 of those victims survive. Defibrillators are devices that can 

restore a heartbeat if the heart stops beating suddenly. Early CPR and defibrillation 

can double the chances of survival. You don't need to be trained - anyone can 

use one.  

Friends of St Mary's are delighted to be donating a defibrillator to be located 

outside school. This will not only serve the school but the local community too and 

may save a life. The cost of the device is £1,170 which is already accounted for, 

but as it will be outdoors it will need to be housed in a cabinet which will cost 

approximately £600. 

On December 10th the children are invited to wear anything they wish to school 

and if you feel you can donate to this cause we'd be very grateful for your support. 

Cash will be collected on the day.  

 

Christmas Cards - The online portal is now open to order cards and there are lots of 

other gift items available to order too. Username: RothwellStMary Password: rUgzw7La 

and if you order before December 7th use discount code RothwellStMary at the 

checkout for 10%. Happy Shopping  

 

A reminder - FOSM is registered for Amazon Smile which is a simple way to support us 

every time you shop. It easy to select us as your chosen charity and Amazon donate 

0.5% of purchases made! To support us please go 

to https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1115799-0 or search for Friends Of St Mary’s School 

Rothwell at smile.amazon.co.uk. There's a few so look for Rothwell. Thank you!  

 

Twitter: Mrs Sweeney keeps our Twitter page updated. Please follow us 

@rothwellstmarys  

 

School Website: Please remember to keep an eye on your child’s class 

page for information of what they will be learning each half term, as well as the class 

newsletter and any photographs of learning in action! 

 

Always remember that the door is open, and your first port of call should be your 

child’s class teacher. If you need to speak further, then please see Mrs Martin or Mrs 

Sweeney or failing that myself. It is always better to nip things in the bud and get a 

resolution quickly with your child’s teacher.  

 

Remember we have open communication between home and school. If you need to 

speak to Miss Leonard, then please do come and request a time to talk. If you are 

concerned about your child or have a question, please do catch your class teacher 

on an evening after school. Thank you for your continued positive partnerships.  

God Bless- Miss S Leonard -Head teacherhead@rothwellstmarys.org.uk  

 

 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1115799-0
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