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Monday 19th July 2020 

Dear Parents, 

Instead of a newsletter, I felt that I should write to you after what has been a 

new 18-month experience for everyone. We have survived as a St Mary’s 

community and the constant for us all has been your wonderful children. 

 

We started the year on a steady footing, soon to find in November that the 

government introduced another lockdown, but education carried on. We 

headed to Christmas and thought that all our family plans could go ahead, only 

to be told that we could only have one day with our precious families. 2021 

began and soon after on 4th January, another lockdown and back to remote 

learning provision for the majority and for 82 children a place at school. March 

8th came, and we welcomed everyone back and hoped that brighter times 

were ahead. The vaccine roll out for adults had begun and we were beginning 

to see a light at the end of the tunnel. Here we now are at the end of summer 

and case rates continue to soar and the bright light that we have all been 

reaching for is dimming once more. 

 

All that aside, here at St Mary’s we have carried on regardless. Moving to 

Google Classrooms, introducing web cams into classes, rearranging events on 

numerous occasions have all been part of the daily life here. The children have 

entered the green gate each morning, welcome by me and Ms McConnell, 

they have been our inspiration and the reason to keep smiling and carry on 

(despite the weather!). Each child has shown great resilience and perseverance 

in a way that we would never have asked of them before. They have adapted 

to the new normal and have worked their socks off all year. I have been blown 

away by each and everyone of them and they deserve the praise.  

 

As parents, you have adapted to home working, sitting at your kitchen tables, 

and seeing too much of your own four walls. This will have inevitably put undue 

pressure on your own households. In January, many of you had your children at 

home again and some of you have had your children at home due to bubble 

closures in Reception, Y2, Y3, Y4, Y6- Year 1 and Year 5 have luckily escaped. I 
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thank you all for your support in these times, it is easy to say that the whole world 

was and is experiencing this but when it is happening to you, it can feel that the 

world is against you. I want to give you a pat on the back for the way you have 

supported school and your children in these times, it is remarkable how we do 

cope when life is turned upside down.  

 

There are many positives to come out of the year and I wanted to put a list of 

dates and experiences that I shared with governors on 5th July- this will give you 

a flavour of how Rothwell St Mary’s has continued to educate and support all 

your children during a pandemic year. 

 

Events that have taken place in school to support the wider life of 

Children and promote SMSC across school and within school. 
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15.9.20 International Dot Day in school 

4.10.20 Year 5 FHC 

11.10.20 Year 5 FHC 

18.10.20 Year 5 FHC 

23.10.20 Slumber reading day in school. 

25.10.20 Year 5 FHC 

3.11.20 PSHE Day in school 

11.11.20 Year 3 trip to the Cenotaph 

14.12.20 Christmas Jumper week 

15.12.20 Whole school Christmas Dinner Day 

17.12.20 Happy Birthday Jesus day – Carol Concert recorded 

4.1.21 PSHE Day for all children 

29.1.21 Denim for Dementia (home and school) 

4.2.21 SL/ RSP Parent Zoom meeting – wellbeing catch-up. 

15.2.21 New Muga Started in school  

22.2.21 PSHE Day 

24.2.21 Young Carers begins with Catholic Care for a targeted group. 

4.3.21 SL / RSP Parent Zoom meeting 

8.3.21 School reopens to all pupils- 2 days of PSHE. 

Feb – new Woodland Area begins with all children working to develop it. Watch 

the film here: https://www.rothwellstmarys.co.uk/  

22.3.21 – Y5/6 Geodome development 

23.3.21 Y4/3 Geodome development 

24.3.21 Y1 Willow Arch 

25.3.21 Y2 Geodome 

29.3.21 Holy Week Assemblies by all classes were recorded and shared. 

1.4.21 Easter Egg Hunt 

19.4.21 PSHE Day 

20.4.21 Y1/4 Resurrection Liturgy 

22.4.21 Take one Picture Day in school with all classes taking part in art skill.  

development. 

22.4.21 Year 6 Class Mass 

10.5.21 STEM Week in school 

10.5.21 Bikeability for Year 6 

15.5.21 Y3 Reconciliation 9am 
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20.5.21 Class photographs 

27.5.21 Cantenian Cup – Football tournament at St Theresa’s 

11.6.21 Bowlands Farm visit  

 

      
18.6.21 Year 3 Chocolate Man 

 
 

22.6.21 Y4 Yorkshire Wildlife Park 

30.6.21 Year 1 visit to Middleton Railway 

5.7.21 New Reception children visited school this 

week. 

12.7.21 Sports Day  

14.7.21Year 6 Robinwood 

15.7.21 Reception Woodland Adventure Day 

15.7.21 Year 5 healthy picnic in Springhead Park 

19.7.21 Transition Day for all 

20.7.21 Leavers assembly, picnic lunch, Y6 BBQ with parents and Y6 play 

 

This list may not be as long as other years, but hopefully you can see that I keep 

a close eye on all the experiences children have. It is easy to forget all the 

happy events that take place and the memories we create for your children.  

 

I know that we have had to postpone sacraments and the odd event, but they 

will happen, and it will be a happy occasion too.  

 

So, here we are at the end of the academic year 2020-2021, we are all still 

standing, we have worked hard together and made the year eventful, 

enjoyable and what I can say is that all children have made progress both 

personally and academically. Year 6 have shown amazing resilience and we 

did complete some SATs papers. They did brilliantly and this really shows that our 

children rise to a challenge and want to be the best they can be. They too got 

to attend their residential – third time lucky. They were amazing and Mrs 

Sweeney, Mrs Penchion and Mrs Youhill said they were exemplary! 

 

As the head of your school, I hope that I have continued to serve you with care 

and compassion and have had the safety of your children at the forefront of my 

role. Your children mean the world to me, and I can honestly say that the role 



 

 
 
 

 

 

has been 24/7 this last 18months. I have worried about the staff, all children, and 

each family, especially those who have been affected in any way by Covid.  

 

The whole staff team have been outstanding and have gone above and 

beyond for your children and I thank them wholeheartedly too. Teachers and 

support staff have taught in ways never imagined before and have shown great 

patience, always smiling and never a moan. My office staff have listened to 

your calls, given you advice and worked tirelessly too. Mr Williams has kept the 

school safe, kept up with changes I have requested and has always been there 

to fill the hand sanitiser, soap, toilet rolls, clean, and be a support to everyone. A 

big thank you once again to the staff team.  

So, it is summer! We end the year saying goodbye to Year 6 who will go onto 

high school in September. We wish them all the best and we know that they are 

ready for the journey ahead, taking a part of St Mary’s in their hearts and minds. 

To families leaving school for the last time, I thank you! You are always welcome 

here.  

 

To all, I wish you health, happiness, and a restful summer.  

May the road rise to meet you and the wind be always on your back. Until we 

meet again, may God hold you in the hollow of his hand! 

 

God bless.  

 

 

Siobhan Leonard 

Head Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


