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Dates for your diary: 

Monday 29th March 

Holy Week  

 

Thursday 1st April  

Easter Egg Hunt 

Break up at 1pm 

 

Monday 19th April 

School reopens  

 

Thursday 29th & Friday 

30th April 

D:side e-safety 

 

Monday 10th May 

Year 6 Bikeability 

 

 
Restrictions from 8th March can 

be found on the school 

website. No great changes – 

simply children returning to 

school and exercise with 

household or one other 

person. 

It is essential that we follow the 

rules set.  

If you are unsure, then they 

can be found on the COVID 

page on the school website: 

https://www.rothwellstmarys.c

o.uk/school-info/covid/  
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Attendance: The best attendance so far this week are Years 1, 2,3,5,6 

with 100%.  We will be back to our full week attendance next week. It 

is lovely to have some normality on the newsletter and have all our 

children in school.  

 

Thank you to our amazing parents so far. You have really followed the guidance and are 

mindful of not only protecting yourself but your own family and the whole school. It is 

essential now that we continue this even though it feels that restrictions have been lifted 

by children coming back to school. Let us keep going if you do not want to return to home 

schooling!! 

 

Behaviour: The class with the most children on Gold or Pink ticks this week was 

Year 1. All the children have come back really well, albeit quite excited! Over 

the coming weeks we will settle into a whole school approach to positive 

behaviour and see all children thrive from being back at school. The children are 

a credit to themselves, their teachers, the school, and their parents.  

https://www.rothwellstmarys.co.uk/school-info/policies/ 

 

Welcome Back: All children returned to school on Monday and they were so excited, as 

were all the staff. I know from steering the ship what a task the last year has been – 

decisions, plans, communication, timetables, PPE, cleaning, risk assessments, challenges 

etc - the role that I could never have imagined. Well, we are all under the one roof again 

and we need this to remain the case. As exciting as this is, it is still essential that everyone 

continues to play their part. Thank you for your partnership and for your parenting and 

teaching over the past months.  

 

Primary School Places: These will be released to parents on 16th April. This is in the Easter 

holidays.  

 

Lateral Flow Tests: Adults living in a house of school age children can now apply for lateral 

flow tests. Some parents have already successfully ordered and collected from the 

Pontefract Lane testing site. Please do consider this- 1 in 3 people are asymptomatic. The 

earlier cases are found the less likely it is to spread. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-

lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff?priority-

taxon=774cee22-d896-44c1-a611-e3109cce8eae  

 

Fr Eamon: We are delighted that Fr Eamon was able to come and visit the children 

yesterday. He did a classroom door visit to all the children. We are going to keep this going 

maybe once a week. It is important that we reconnect with our faith and receive the 

blessings of Fr Eamon each week. He is an inspirational Parish Priest, and we are blessed to 

have him.  

 

Sacrament Preparation and Dates: Fr Eamon has been in touch this week and we have 

pencilled in some dates for your diary. This year, we are trying to catch up on what has 

been missed. 

Year 4 Reconciliation – Saturday 15th May at 9 am 

Year 4 First Holy Communion – Sunday 23rd May at 9 am 

Year 6 Confirmation – Sunday 11th July at 9 am 

 

New outdoor developments: We are very excited to have two new areas ongoing outside 

on our school field. The first is an all-weather Muga. This will be finished this week and will be 

Virtue to live by: 
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Links to mindfulness 

activities and support: 

 

Cosmic Kids 

https://www.google.com/s

earch?q=cosmic+kids+min

dfulness&rlz=1C1GCEV_en

GB864GB864&oq=cosmic+

kids+mi&aqs=chrome.0.0l2j

69i57.3930j1j15&sourceid=c

hrome&ie=UTF-8  

 

 

Some of these resources 

have been shared with the 

children during our 

wellbeing week. 

 

Books to Read: 

https://twitter.com/Booktrus

t/status/13539996251124490

25  

 

 

Diocese of Leeds singing 

https://www.youtube.co

m/watch?v=dvRAFKXXq

1U  

 

 
 

 

The Third Week of Lent 

Wednesday 

God, you love me as your 

own child.  

May I bend my life and 

will toward you 

so that I might accept 

your teaching and 

guidance. 

I am so grateful for your 

support in my life, 

now and in the eternal life 

you are preparing for me. 

I beg for your help and 

Spirit in my life today. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

ready for when we have all our children back in school. This will give us some much-

needed space outdoors that can be used all year round.  

We are also developing a woodland area at the bottom of the field. Mrs Martin has been 

working with This Green Moon to develop this. The children will be working on this when 

they all return to school to be together. Watch this space! 

 

With the above projects in mind, can I just remind all parents of the School Building Fund 

and the need to contribute £45 per child each year that your child is in school. Thank you 

to all those who contribute continuously and to the parents who have left our school who 

also still contribute. It is the legacy of parents gone before and those here now that give us 

the funds to extend provision for all pupils. The payment works out at 86p per week – not a 

lot to show your appreciation for the wonderful school building and grounds that we have.  

 

Calling talented painters or workplaces: With the new developments outside, I am keen to 

have all the wooden fixtures outside stained over the Easter holidays. If you are interested 

or know that your company would like a team day/s, then please get in touch with Miss 

Leonard or Ms MacPherson. I am sure that as a community we can get our brushes out 

and make our environment beautiful for our children for the summer.  

 

Reminders about Covid: 

• If anyone in your household is unwell – do not send your child to school and 

consider a test. 

• If anyone in your household is going for a test (even asymptomatic) – do not send 

your child to school. 

• If anyone has symptoms, it is your duty to get a COVID test, you may not feel that 

this is necessary but please remember that your child has mixed with others in 

school and we need to know to protect everyone and to still stop any transmission 

(this has not gone away). 

• All the details of what to do if you think you have symptoms are on the school 

website and if you are unsure, please ring me – I am now an expert!!  

• If you have been in contact with a positive case, follow the isolation guidance. 

 

Procedures for Covid tests for staff in Primary Schools: All staff in school are now testing 

themselves at home twice per week using lateral flow tests, this includes trainees, Junior 

Jam and Premier Sport staff. There is no indication that any testing of primary pupils will 

take place. Staff will do these tests 3 or 4 days apart and will report the results online and if 

they are positive will need to isolate along with any contacts or class bubbles. This is an aim 

to identify asymptomatic cases, stop the spread of the virus– we will see how we get on!  

Just a reminder that if a member of staff does test positive, the bubble will close, and we 

await the confirmation from a full PCR test. The bubble would remain closed for 10 days if 

the result is positive and would re-open if negative. Again, this is the government guidance 

not my guidance. 

 

Safeguarding Team: If you or your child has any concerns and you wish to 

speak to someone, please do contact school and we can arrange a 

meeting. Always here to support, help and signpost. 

Miss Leonard, Mrs Martin, Mrs Sweeney, Ms MacPherson. Should you wish to 

contact us, please use the usual address. We have a duty of care to protect 

all our children and families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that we are here for anything that you might need or even just a 

chat. All our families need someone to reach out to in times of need. Please pick up 

the phone or send a message to head@rothwellstmarys.org.uk and we will come 

back to you.  
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