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WHAT SHOULD I ALREADY KNOW: 

• Ask relevant questions and use different 

types of scientific enquiries to answer 

them. 

• Set up simple practical enquiries, 

comparative and fair tests. 

• Make systematic and careful observations. 

• Record and report on findings. 

• The Sun, Earth and Moon are spherical. 

• Name at least two different shapes the 

Earth was thought to be. 

• Name and describe features of the 

planets in our solar system. 

• Order the planets in our solar system. 

• How the planets orbit the Sun. 

• Distinguish between heliocentric and 

geocentric ideas of planetary 

movement. 

• That day and night is due to rotation of 

the Earth. 

 
 

WHAT WILL I KNOW BY THE END OF THIS TOPIC 

DIAGRAMS 

 

 

planet A largest object, round or nearly round, 

that orbits a star. 

star A giant ball of gas held together by its 

own gravity. 

sun A huge star that Earth and the other 

planets in our solar system orbit around. 

moon A natural satellite which orbits Earth or 

other planets. 

Sphere A round 3D shape in the shape of a ball. 

Spherical bodies Astronomical objects shapes like spheres. 

satellite Any object or body in space that orbits 

something else, for example: the moon is 

a satellite of the Earth, 

orbit To move in a regular, repeating curved 

path around another object. 

rotate To spin. E.g. Earth rotates on its own axis. 

axis An imaginary line that a body rotates 

around.  

Heliocentric 

model 

The structure of the solar system where 

the planets orbit around the sun. 

Geocentric 

model 

A belief people used to have that other 

planets and the sun orbited around the 

Earth. 

astronomer Someone who studies or is an expert in 

astronomy (space science).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Identify scientific evidence that has 

been used to support or refute ideas. 

• Explain theories of planetary movement 

in the solar system using evidence. 

• Make predictions about night and day 

in different places on Earth. 

• Report and present findings from 

enquiries.  

• Write a conclusion which explains my 

findings. 

VOCABULARY 

SCIENTIFIC SKILLS AND FIELDWORK 

 

 


