
 

ROTHWELL ST MARY’S KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER 

Subject: HISTORY Strand: Ancient Egypt (Ancient Civilisation) Year Group: 5 

WHAT SHOULD I ALREADY KNOW: 

• Place some historical periods in a 

chronological framework. 

• Use sources of information in ways that go 

beyond simple observations to answer 

questions about the past. 

• Use a variety of resources to find out 

about aspects of life in the past. 

• Understand that sources can contradict 

each other. 

• Communicatie his/her learning in an 

organised and structured way, using 

appropriate terminology. 

• Have some knowledge of the River Nile 

based on previous Geography topic 

(Rivers). 

 

• Where Egypt is on a map. 

• When the ancient Egyptians lived and 

name the different roles in ancient 

Egyptian society and what those people 

did. 

• Why the River Nile was essential to survival 

for ancient Egyptians. 

• How hieroglyphs were used. 

• The key steps in the mummification 

process. 

• The key events of the Tutankhamun 

discovery story. 

• The powers of different Egyptian Gods. 

 

WHAT WILL I KNOW BY THE END OF THIS TOPIC 

DIAGRAMS 

 

 

Ancient 

Civilisation 

The first settled and stable communities 

that became the basis for later states, 

nations, and empires. 

Historical Source Original source that contain important 

historical information. 

Irrigation The supply of water to land or crops to 

help growth, typically by means of 

channels. 

Papyrus A material prepared in ancient Egypt 

from the pithy stem of a water plant. 

Hieroglyphs Sacred (or special) carving. 

Rosetta Stone Famous because it contains 

hieroglyphic script that specialists were 

able to decode. 

Mummification To make (a dead body) into a 

mummy, as by embalming and drying. 

Amulet An ornament or small piece of 

jewellery thought to give protection 

against evil, danger, or disease. 

Tomb A place where a dead person is 

buried. 

Sarcophagus A large stone coffin. 

Canopic Jar A covered urn used in ancient 

Egyptian burials to hold the entrails 

and other visceral organs from an 

embalmed body. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Use a timeline to identify when 3100 BC 

occurred in history. 

• Use pictorial sources to find out information 

about life in ancient Egypt. 

• Raise questions about Egyptian life. 

• Compare ancient Egypt to other ancient 

civilisations we have learned about.  

• Comment on the similarities and differences 

between hieroglyphs and English. 

• Understand how evidence can give us different 

answers about the past. 

• Use different sources to build a picture of 

events. 

 

 

VOCABULARY 

HISTORICAL SKILLS AND FIELDWORK 


