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Dates for your diary: 

JANUARY 2021 

 

 

 

Friday 29th Jan 

Denim for Dementia 

Children can wear denim 

and bring £1 to donate to 

a very worthwhile cause. 

 

This will still go ahead! 

 

 

 
We have entered our 

third Lockdown. 

It is essential that we 

follow the rules set.  

If you are unsure, then 

they can be found on 

the COVID page on the 

school website: 

https://www.rothwellstma

rys.co.uk/school-

info/covid/  
 

 

 
 

Hold on to this 

thought… 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Behaviour: Again, I would like to mention the whole school for their positive behaviour to 

learning last week. We have been blown away by the number of children logging on to 

live lessons and submitting their work, even on a snowy day! I think we all realise that this 

time we need to make it work. Thank you to all parents for supporting your children and 

supporting school by encouraging positive learning in your homes – what a great team we 

are! Be kind to yourselves and give yourselves a pat on the back.  

 

Remote Learning: 

Reminders about live lessons (Safeguarding):  

• Always work in a place that is safe. 

• Use the hands up tool to speak in lessons. 

• Answer if your teacher chooses you for an answer. 

• Ensure you have logged in on time (teachers will be teaching and may miss you 

otherwise) 

• If you have any problems – an adult in school will be there to answer your 

questions on Zoom or Google Classroom. 

• Remember to post your work via the hand in method on Google Classroom. 

• Enjoy your lessons – you are working so hard! 

Reminder to upload work completed- Please can all children ensure that their work is 

uploaded. Staff are noticing a drop off in submitted work. Help to upload videos can be 

found on the Covid page of the website in the Remote Learning section. 

 

Pupil Wellbeing at home and at school: Thank you for your responses so far on the Google 

Form. Overwhelmingly positive comments regarding the quality of learning and teaching 

being provided – staff are very grateful of your comments. We always take your views into 

consideration. We are going to introduce a down time via Zoom from Monday – Thursday. 

These times will be shared via the Google Classroom and will be a time that all pupils can 

socialise together. We totally understand the lack of interactions that pupils can have at 

the moment and again, by working together we aim to bring a little light heartedness and 

fun into each day. Any suggestions for activities/ games are welcome.  

 

Denim for Dementia: The national day is Monday 25th Jan, but due to PE day, we will 

celebrate on Friday 29th January. Children and staff (and parents) can dress in denim for 

the day and bring £1 (or a donation) for the charity. School Money minimum payment will 

be lifted for this day only. As a community we are brilliant at thinking of others and I know 

staff with relatives who have dementia who have had no visitors, this time has been 

particularly isolating for them. The local charity will be grateful of our support. This can still 

go ahead from home and from school!  

 

New procedures for Covid tests for staff in Primary Schools: From next week all staff in 

school have the option to test themselves at home twice per week using lateral flow tests. 

There is no indication that any testing of primary pupils will take place. Staff will do these 

tests 3 or 4 days apart and will report the results online and if they are positive will need to 

isolate. This is an aim to identify asymptomatic cases – we will see how we get on!  

 

Lockdown 3! For everyone in our community, I want to reinforce the messages of the 

government.  

For those in school: Remember that the message is – stay at home if you can, this is the 

best place for you. We currently have between 75 and 80 pupils in school. This is about 35% 

of our school.  In comparison to national, this is much higher than last time. I am still urging 

you to see if your child needs a place in school. Parents who are absolutely critical to the 

Virtue to live by: 
FAITH 
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Twitter: 

@rothwellstmarys 
 

Always remember that the 

door is open, and your first 

port of call 

should be your child’s class 

teacher. If you need to 

speak further, then please 

contact Mrs Martin or Mrs 

Sweeney (our two 

substantive assistant heads) 

or failing that myself. It is 

always better to nip things in 

the bud and get a resolution 

quickly with your child’s 

teacher.  Face to face 

meetings will only be 

arranged in cases of 

emergency or a personal 

need. 

Yours sincerely, 

Miss S Leonard –Head 

teacher- 

head@rothwellstmarys.org.uk 

 

 

 

Don’t forget the amazing 

programmes on the BBC – 

record for later viewing! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Covid Alert Levels 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID response e.g.  NHS staff, doctors, nurses, health professionals and supermarket 

workers- we understand. Those identified as vulnerable – we absolutely understand. If you 

are a key worker and working from home, I would urge you to think if you really need to 

make this journey to school with your child. We must drive down these extreme numbers so 

that our school can open to all pupils after half term.  

• Social distancing and wearing masks to and from school – I would go further to say 

you must keep it on until you get back to your car and from when you get out of 

your car. This will avoid congregations of people talking outside school which was 

the case prior to Christmas. 

• Not coming to school if you or any one in your house feels unwell / parents not 

coming onto the school site 

• Isolate if anyone in your household is unwell and going for a test 

• Report test outcomes to school as soon as you receive them 

 

For those at home: please remember that it is vital that we follow the stay at home 

guidance and only leave the house for essential purposes. Please still get a test if you or 

your child appears unwell. As we now know there are many symptoms – please do not 

ignore them and think it will be okay. If you know you are positive then you can stay 

indoors, if you do not know and visit the supermarket- then you could potentially be 

spreading the virus. Please stay at home, protect the NHS and save lives.  

 

We know only too well that some employers do not pay when you need to isolate but it is 

essential that we all play our part in stopping the spread and mutation of this virus.  

 

Covid Symptom Checker App – I do hope that you will all join in with the symptom tracker. 

Please refer to the email I sent last weekend. Information of how to join: Our Unique School 

Network Code is ALLBBME. To avoid outsiders joining, please do not share this code with 

anyone who is not a parent of our school. This app has enabled families to be identified 

already and to be tested. They did not know that they were positive – but they were!  

For more information including full instructions on how to join and use the COVID Symptom 

Study app please head to: https://covid.joinzoe.com/schools  

 

Google Classroom: Thank you all for your patience in logging into Google Classrooms. This 

facility is part of our remote learning platform. Within school we now have a remote 

learning policy, and this can be found on the school website. It is now a statutory 

duty for schools to have a platform for pupils who are in lockdown, have Covid or 

have been contacted by Track and Trace. Please remember that all teachers are 

still working in school and there may a delay in coming back to you via google 

classroom. 

 

Thinking of becoming a teacher? Do you want to train to be an Early Years 

or Primary 5-11 School Teacher? St. Anthony’s Teaching School are 

recruiting for our School Direct Teacher Training Programme. Please 

contact Andrew Bove on 0113 2776944 or e-mail 

a.bove@stanthonysleeds.org.uk for further details. More information is also 

available on our website: www.stanthonysteachingschool.co.uk 

https://www.stanthonysteachingschool.co.uk/why-the-st-anthonys-teaching-school-

alliance/  

 
FOSM:  If you are shopping online…Easy Fundraising through online shopping -We'd like to 

remind everyone about easyfundraising, a website that donates to charities through online 

shopping. FOSM is registered, and there is a link to the website in the FOSM section of the school 

site. You can also visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk  and search for the cause you'd like to 

support, Friends of St Marys, Rothwell.  

Once you're signed up you can add a donation reminder on your laptop which will tell you 

when you're on a site that makes donations, you then simply click a link before you fill your 

basket. There is also a mobile app option too. There are over 4,300 retailers registered including 

Amazon, eBay John Lewis, next, plus travel partners, comparison website and mobile and 

broadband providers. It is a brilliant way for us to raise money through the spending you are 

already doing!  

With Christmas around the corner this is a great opportunity. We currently have just 26 

supporters, anyone can register, friends and family members, please support and Friends of St 

Marys and turn your everyday online shopping into FREE donations. Thank you.  
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