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Dates for your diary: 

Christmas Jumpers all 

week, except Thursday 

when we will all be 

dressed up for the 

nativity. 

Thursday 17th 

December 

Happy Birthday Jesus 

day 

Nativity Costume all 

day! 

 

Friday 18th 

December 

Break up at 1pm 
 

Leeds is still in Tier 3 along 

with the whole of West 

Yorkshire. This might 

change tomorrow.  

What does this mean to 

you?  

It is essential that we 

follow the rules set. If you 

are unsure, then they 

can be found on the 

COVID page on the 

school website: 

https://www.rothwellstma

rys.co.uk/school-

info/covid/  
 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 

Attendance: The best attendance in the last week of term was in Year 2 

with 100% -well done to all our healthy children. Our school attendance 

is currently at 98.27% for the whole school. This is outstanding to say that 

we are operating in a pandemic! Long may this last. Please continue to 

be vigilant and follow government guidelines.  

 

Behaviour: The classes with the most children on Gold or Pink ticks last 

week were Year 1, Year 2, and Year 6. They are a credit to themselves, the school, 

and their parents. https://www.rothwellstmarys.co.uk/school-info/policies/ 

 

Thank you: I wish to express my sincere thanks to all the staff for their hard work over this 

long term! It has been exceptional, and I know the tiredness that has been felt by the 

whole team.  

Thank you also to all pupils for their hard work in quite different classroom environments – 

they are an absolute joy and a pleasure to have at Rothwell St Mary’s – you must be so 

proud of them because we are.  

Thank you to Mrs Williams and his team for keeping our school clean over the last term too. 

Without this rigour, I think we could have been closed much more.  

And to my admin team for their support to both staff and parents. Often hearing a voice 

of calmness ensures that you, as parents feel supported and reassured.  

This term must go down in history for all headteachers as the most challenging time. I am 

blessed by the pupils, staff and community and I want to thank you sincerely for your 

support. 

Please try to have a happy and holy Christmas, surrounded by your loving families. Sending 

love and Christmas blessings to one and all. Love Miss Leonard  

 

Christmas Events: We are having a wonderful week in school. Here are the remaining 

activities: Children can wear a Christmas jumper all week- no pj day on Friday 18th. 

• Thursday 17th – come dressed as a Nativity character of their choice (and staff too!) 

for our Happy Birthday Jesus day. We are going to perform nativities and put 

together a Carol concert which will be shared with parents 

• Christmas crafts will take place also in this week 

We will ensure that the fun of Christmas and the true meaning will come into your homes 

from us this Christmas. 

 

Christmas Masses in the Parish: Over Christmas we will have the following services: 

Christmas Eve 5pm and 7pm; Christmas Day 9.15am and 10.30am. Normal mass times will 

apply to 26th/27th December. All of the services MUST be pre booked - you cannot simply 

turn up as before. To pre book contact Elaine Wormwell on 0113 282 7549. Seating per 

bench will be restricted to those in your own household/social bubble. Please book early 

and keep safe Fr Eamon 

 

Reverse Advent: Thank you to everyone who has brought a donation so far. The SVP were 

blown away again on Friday when they came to collect. What an Advent gesture from all 

our community. Remember to bring your items on your ticket date.  

 

End of term gifts: Thank you to those who have donated so far. We have raised £550 for 

Catholic Care, they will really appreciate this. As you will know, lots of charities have been 

negatively affected by lack of donations this year. We know that you totally appreciate all 

that staff and I have done to keep everyone safe this term. If you wish to show your 

appreciation, then there is a charity donation which you can buy in the shop items on 

School Money for Catholic Care, This organisation benefits so many of our families and 

Virtue to live by: 
PATIENCE 
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Twitter: 

@rothwellstmarys 
 

Always remember that the 

door is open, and your first 

port of call 

should be your child’s class 

teacher. If you need to 

speak further, then please 

contact Mrs Martin or Mrs 

Sweeney (our two 

substantive assistant heads) 

or failing that myself. It is 

always better to nip things in 

the bud and get a resolution 

quickly with your child’s 

teacher.  Face to face 

meetings will only be 

arranged in cases of 

emergency or a personal 

need. 

Yours sincerely, 

Miss S Leonard –Head 

teacher- 

head@rothwellstmarys.org.uk 

 

 
 

 

JANUARY 2021 

 

Monday 4th January 

Return to school (safe 

and well we hope) 

 

Monday 11th Jan 

Flu vaccine for Year 6 

 

Tuesday 26th Jan 

Thurs 28th Jan 

D: Side – Drug Education 

sessions for all year 

groups 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

families across the city in many, many ways. It would be lovely to send a Christmas cheque 

to them from Rothwell St Mary’s. Please do not send gifts into school this Christmas. If you 

wish to thank staff, please send your words of thanks in an email.  

 

Admission into Reception -This officially opened on 1st November and run until 15th January 

2021. If your child will be 4 before 31st August, then you need to apply during this round. 

Please apply online AND come and ask for a supplementary information form at school or 

download from our school website. Our promotional video can be found following this link 

– please share with anyone you know who may be looking at a place in Reception for 

September 2021 https://www.rothwellstmarys.co.uk/admissions/  

 

Covid Symptom Checker App – I do hope that you will all join in with the symptom tracker. 

Please refer to the email I sent last weekend. Information of how to join: Our Unique School 

Network Code is ALLBBME. To avoid outsiders joining, please do not share this code with 

anyone who is not a parent of our school. This app has enabled families to be identified 

already and to be tested. They did not know that they were positive – but they were!  

 

For more information including full instructions on how to join and use the COVID Symptom 

Study app please head to: https://covid.joinzoe.com/schools  

 

Social Distancing: It has been brought to my attention that social distancing in the vicinity 

of the school grounds has lapsed a little. It is essential, now more than ever that we ALL 

play our part. Please can all parents ensure that your household bubble remains 2m away 

from any other parent or child on your way to and home from school and that you do not 

wait around the entrance gate to talk. We do all want a Christmas day! A fact would be 

that if staff or pupils contracted the virus on 18th December, we would be in isolation for 

Christmas day – we do not want this.  

 

Google Classroom: Thank you all for your patience in logging into Google Classrooms. This 

facility is part of our remote learning platform. Within school we now have a remote 

learning policy, and this can be found on the school website. It is now a statutory 

duty for schools to have a platform for pupils who are in isolation due to a positive 

test result and or have been contacted by track and trace (e.g., bubble collapse) 

This has been funded by the government and has cost £2500. Please 

remember that all teachers are still working in school and there may a delay in 

coming back to you via google classroom. 

This platform will not provide work for pupils who are off with normal sickness or are in 

quarantine due to holidays taken.  

 

Thinking of becoming a teacher? Do you want to train to be an Early Years 

or Primary 5-11 School Teacher? St. Anthony’s Teaching School are 

recruiting for our School Direct Teacher Training Programme. Please 

contact Andrew Bove on 0113 2776944 or e-mail 

a.bove@stanthonysleeds.org.uk for further details. More information is also 

available on our website: www.stanthonysteachingschool.co.uk 

https://www.stanthonysteachingschool.co.uk/why-the-st-anthonys-teaching-school-

alliance/  

 
FOSM:  Easy Fundraising through online shopping -We'd like to remind everyone about 

easyfundraising, a website that donates to charities through online shopping. FOSM is 

registered, and there is a link to the website in the FOSM section of the school site. You can also 

visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk  and search for the cause you'd like to support, Friends of St 

Marys, Rothwell.  

Once you're signed up you can add a donation reminder on your laptop which will tell you 

when you're on a site that makes donations, you then simply click a link before you fill your 

basket. There is also a mobile app option too. There are over 4,300 retailers registered including 

Amazon, eBay John Lewis, next, plus travel partners, comparison website and mobile and 

broadband providers. It is a brilliant way for us to raise money through the spending you are 

already doing!  

With Christmas around the corner this is a great opportunity. We currently have just 26 

supporters, anyone can register, friends and family members, please support and Friends of St 

Marys and turn your everyday online shopping into FREE donations. Thank you.  
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