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Dear Families, 

I hope you have had a lovely half 

term break and you are all safe and well. 

After an amazing first half term to Year 1, 

I am very excited to see what this half 

term holds and to see the children’s 

fantastic enthusiasm shine again this 

term. I am so very proud of them all! I 

hope the children are all rested and 

ready to begin learning again. 

Our first topic of the year will be ‘Home 

Sweet Home’ where we will be using our 

geographical skills to explore our local 

area. We will look at reading and 

devising our own maps of school and our 

surroundings and using geographical 

language. We will look at finding both 

human and physical features within 

Rothwell. 

 In English we will start by creating our 

own bonfire poems. We will keep 

focusing on our Year checklist of what 

makes our writing perfect! We will 

follow a plan, draft, edit and publish 

approach to our writing and will create 

poems, instructions, and letters to Santa! 

In Maths we will continue to build up our 

fluency skills each week, we are doing an 

amazing job of getting faster with this! 

We have been very impressed. We will 

start by recapping number bonds 

(finding them, being systematic and 

comparing them) . We will then move 

onto geometry and recognising and 

sorting 3D shapes.  

Our R.E topic this term is ‘Mary, Our 

Mother’. We will explore this topic 

through prayer, art and drama. We will 

develop our 

understanding of The 

Christmas Story 

understanding that 

Mary was chosen by 

God to be the 

Mother of His Son. 

We will also look at how we prepare for 

Christmas and will write our Advent 

promises for this year.  

In Science, we will lead our learning 

through enquiry questions. Our first 

enquiry will be ‘How do trees change 

across the seasons?’ We will then be 

carrying out a bulb planting investigation 

thinking about what they need to grow 

and how we could test different 

variables. 

P.E will be on a Monday and Wednesday 

morning which is taken outdoors by 

Premier Sports Coaches. The children 

therefore need to wear their P.E kits to 

school on both of these mornings. 

Reading 

Reading books will not be sent out in the 
first instance, but we will keep you 
updated as to when these will come 
home again. Please check the school 
newsletter for any updates in relation to 
this. 
 
Phonics 
 
We will have phonics sessions daily 
where we will start by recapping our 
Phase 4 sounds. We will work on our 
segmenting and blending and reading 
and writing sentences using our phonics 
skills to help us. 
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Handwriting 
 
We will continue to work on our fine 
motor skills and strengthening our 
fingers through dough disco. This will 
help with our letter formation and help 
us improve ouR handwriting.  
 
Spellings in Year 1 

As a class we will be focusing on a set list 

of spellings each week in class. These will 

be put onto the ‘helping at home’ 

section of the Year One website page 

should you wish to do some extra 

practise with your child at home. It is 

beneficial if you practise using these 

words in sentences to encourage 

children to use the correct spelling when 

writing independently. 

Water bottles – Children will need to 
bring a water bottle from home and 
must have this in school everyday. 
 
Please note shoes and coats need to be 
clearly labelled to ensure children don’t 
mix up items with other children.  
 
Thank you for your support as always 
throughout our first term. We look 
forward to working with you all again 
this term! 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Miss Drury and Mrs Sheldon- Price 
 

 
 


