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Dates for your diary: 

Monday 19th Oct 

Flu Vaccinations for 

ALL pupils 

 

Friday 23rd October 

Finish for half term 

  

CHANGE OF DATES 

Wednesday 4th Nov 

Parent Consultation 

Evening 

 

Thursday 5th Nov 

Parent Consultation 

Evening 

 

 

PLEASE DOWNLOAD 

THE APP 

https://covid.joinzoe.c

om/schools 

 

 

 

Leeds is now in a 

local lockdown.  

It is essential that we 

follow the rules set. If 

you are unsure, then I 

have put them all in 

an email to you and 

they can be found 

on the COVID page 

on the school 

website: 

https://www.rothwells

tmarys.co.uk/school-

info/covid/  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Attendance: The best attendance in the last week of term was 

Reception with 100% -well done to all our healthy new children. Our 

school attendance is currently at 98.32% for the whole school. This is 

outstanding to say that we are operating in a pandemic! Long may 

this last. Please continue to be vigilant and follow government 

guidelines.  

 

Thank you to our amazing parents so far. You have really followed the guidance and are 

mindful of not only protecting yourself but your own family and the whole school. It is 

essential now that we continue this into the next few months.  

 

Behaviour: The class with the most children on Gold or Pink ticks this week 

was Year 5. This class are really starting the year in a determined way! The 

behaviour of our children is outstanding. They are a credit to themselves, 

the school, and their parents.  

https://www.rothwellstmarys.co.uk/school-info/policies/ 

 

NHS Covid 19 App: Please can I ask that you encourage all your family members to 

download this app so that we can work together to protect our school community and 

families. The more vigilant we are, the more likely our school will remain COVID free!  

 

Please also continue to follow the guidance and if anyone in your household is poorly and 

displaying symptoms, then please do not send children to school. The numbers are 

increasing, and hospital admissions are steadily rising. Parents who work at St James and 

the LGI are giving live information to me.  

 

Clothing: As the weather has changed, it might be a good idea that 

children have a navy fleece (possibly their PE fleece) in school on their 

chairs to keep them warm. The classrooms have windows opened and fire 

doors, so it will get chilly, but it does allow for a healthier flow of air to avoid 

breeding germs. Please put names in any items sent into school.  

 

Secondary Admissions: The admissions round is now opened to apply for your secondary 

place. Beckets had their virtual ‘Open Evening’ last night. If you missed this, it can be 

viewed via Twitter or the school website. Go to their website or Twitter and you will see this. 

There will also be a letter coming to you. Thanks to Beckets for getting this information to us 

early. 

 

School Council Elections: These will take place the week beginning 19th October. Please 

begin to encourage your child to design their poster and speech.  

 

Homework: Whilst we are unable to be sending physical homework, there is an 

expectation that ALL pupils are taking part in little and often tasks. All KS2 need to be 

logging into Timestable Rockstars multiple times weekly. This is an area of the curriculum 

where we have seen a decline in fluency skills. It is essential that we work together to make 

up ground and give our little people the best chance in life. Any reading that can be 

done – any books are also essential. We aim to be sending books after half term. Thank 

you for your partnership and your loyalty to school.  

 

Our Curriculum: Mrs Martin will be sending out a letter this week, outlining how we aim to 

keep our curriculum alive and exciting in this time of uncertainty. Please encourage your 

child to expand their learning at home, reading around their key areas of learning.  

Virtue to live by: 

RESPECT 
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Better and Bright 

Located in Carlton Lanes 

Shopping Centre 

Address: Market Place, 

Carlton St, Castleford 

WF10 1BG 

Phone: 01977 557196 

 

Uniform days for 

September 

Monday – PE Kits 

Tuesday – Sch uniform 

Wednesday – PE Kits 

Thursday – Sch uniform 

Friday – Sch uniform 

 

 
 

Twitter: 

We now have a school 

Twitter account. Mrs 

Sweeney has posted lots 

of useful information 

around mental health. 

Please follow us at 

@rothwellstmarys 

 

Update Contact Details 

If any details have 

changed, please notify 

the school office via 

email. 

 

NEW GOVERNMENT 

GUIDANCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://thehappynewspaper.com/shop/the-happy-newspaper-gift-subscription/ 

Mrs Martin would like to recommend a 12-month (quarterly) subscription to The Happy 

News, which is a thoroughly positive, uplifting newspaper filled with amazing stories from 

around the world. It appears that a 12-month subscription is £15.96. It would be perfect for 

children in Y5/6 or for families in Y3/4 to read together as it is a challenging read. Our 

adults would likely enjoy it as well! 'The Happy Newspaper has been released quarterly, 

containing happy news which has been collected over a period of three months. The 

newspaper is a 32-page publication organised chronologically, with news articles 

arranged month by month. Not only is the paper packed with only positive stories from 

across the globe, it also has an entire section dedicated to our Everyday Heroes.' 

 

FOSM: The FOSM AGM will be held virtually on October 21st at 8:30pm, and all are 

welcome. The current trustees are myself Tina Brearley - Chair, Michelle Joyce- Treasurer 

and Jenny McGuckin - Secretary. We intend to stand again for our positions. If anyone 

would like to find out more about standing as a trustee for FOSM please email 

yourfosm@gmail.com. If you would like to attend the meeting please drop me a line on 

email so I can send you the details to join.  

Due to COVID-19 we are unable to plan any events for the remainder of 2020. We look 

forward with hope to a time when we can once again plan and enjoy the events our 

children and families love. 

 

Building Fund:  Thank you to the parents who have contributed already to the building 

fund.  

Our voluntary contributions have been used very effectively for building works which are 

necessary to keep our school building safe and a nice environment for everyone. We ask 

every year that you contribute £45 towards this fund. This is less than £1.20p a week. This 

should be paid on our school money system.  

As a Catholic school we must pay 10% of all our building costs.  Our building work for this 

summer cost £11K (and we must contribute 10%), and we have had all the external green 

gates, Year 1 door and entrance door attached to the fire alarm. Many thanks to all the 

parents who pay regularly or have paid this already. (209 pupils x£45.00 = £9,405) 

 

Flu Vaccinations: You will receive information regarding Flu Vaccinations from Ms 

MacPherson approximately 2 weeks prior to the 19th October. It is essential this year that 

ALL pupils receive this, given the high number of cases of Covid still in the UK. You will need 

to follow the link and book online. Please remember to do this. This is a nasal spray that will 

be administered by NSH health professionals in the school hall on Monday 19th October. 

Social distancing will be adhered to and there will be no mixing of bubbles.  

 

Covid: As you will be aware, the government is insisting that we all follow the guidance 

and look out for the classic symptoms. We also know that children display quite different 

symptoms, and these are becoming more well known. Please can I suggest that you all 

follow the link and download the Covid Zoe app to record symptoms so that we can get 

all symptoms on the government list. Thank you so much.  

https://covid.joinzoe.com/schools  

 

The research highlighted that children display a different range of symptoms compared to 

the overall adult population. The top five symptoms in school aged children who test 

positive for COVID are: fatigue (55%) headache (53%), fever (49%), sore throat (38%) and 

loss of appetite (35%). This was different compared to the App’s data on adults; fatigue 

(87%), headache (72%), loss of smell (60%), persistent cough (54%) and sore throat (49%). In 

addition to this, research from the app has also found that one in six (15%) children who 

test positive for COVID also present with an unusual skin rash.   

 

 

Always remember that the door is open, and your first port of call should be your child’s 

class teacher. If you need to speak further, then please contact Mrs Martin or Mrs Sweeney 

or failing that myself. It is always better to nip things in the bud and get a resolution quickly 

with your child’s teacher.  Face to face meetings will only be arranged in cases of 

emergency or a personal need.  

 

Yours sincerely, Miss S Leonard -Head teacherhead@rothwellstmarys.org.uk  
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