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Dear Parents and Carers,   

I hope you have had a 

wonderful Summer break and the 

children are refreshed and ready to 

come back to school after a very 

strange end to their Reception 

year. I am so excited for a new 

year, fresh start and for the children 

to start their exciting Year One 

journey! I was able to see some of 

the amazing, creative work that 

your children completed on 

SeeSaw with Miss Cohen and I 

have been blown away by the 

children’s motivation and 

excitement for learning, this is just 

fantastic to see! Being mindful of 

the strange times the children have 

faced, there will be a strong focus 

on wellbeing to ensure the children 

settle back into school and their 

new class. Although school may be 

a little different, we will still have fun 

and work as a class family to 

embrace challenge and grow 

together.  

This year we will have Miss Drury 

and Mrs Sheldon Price in Year 1.This 

newsletter will inform you of what 

we have planned this year and 

also any useful information that you 

may need. 

Our first topic of the year will be 

‘Ourselves and Families’ where we 

will look closely at ourselves and 

how we have changed since we 

were babies. We will look at 

creating timelines and using our 

historial enquiry skills to compare 

the present and 

the past. We will 

link this to our Art 

and create our 

own portraits using 

different materials. 

 In English we will continue to link to 

our topic starting with the story 

‘Funny bones’. We will have lots of 

fun reading this story and writing 

labels, lists, and captions. We will 

then move onto reading stories 

from familiar settings including the 

story ‘Peace at Last’. We will enjoy 

retelling the story using talk for 

writing, story maps and role play.  

In Maths we will begin by focusing 

on number and place value. We 

will have lots of practise counting 

forwards and backwards as well as 

representing our numbers using 

different resources and pictures. 

We will look at finding one more 

and one less than given numbers, 

comparing numbers, adding 

numbers, and finding our number 

bonds. We will become mastery 

magicians and explain how we 

have found answers and 

investigate if there are other ways 

we can represent them. This allows 

the children to gain a deep 

understanding of number and build 

confidence. 

Our R.E topic this term is ‘God’s 

Great Plan’. We will explore this 

topic through prayer, art and 

drama and the children will 

develop an awareness of the 
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beauty of God’s world. We will 

think about what is most important 

to us in God’s world and how we 

should look after it. We will also 

read the story of ‘Noah and the 

Flood’ and think about how God 

created us because he loves us. 

In Science, we will begin by looking 

at labelling the human body and 

will be investigating whether our 

sense of taste becomes stronger 

when we cannot see. As we start to 

see signs of Autumn, we will be 

looking at monitoring the weather 

using our own weather station and 

recording our findings. We will also 

look closely and observe the 

changes we see as a new season 

begins! 

P.E will be on a Monday and 

Wednesday morning which is taken 

outdoors by Premier Sports 

Coaches. The children therefore 

need to wear their P.E kits to school 

on both of these mornings. 

Reading 

Reading books will not be sent out 

in the first instance, but we will keep 

you updated as to when these will 

come home again. Please check 

the school newsletter for any 

updates in relation to this. 

 

Phonics 

 

We will have daily phonics sessions 

on a morning where we will start by 

recapping sounds and moving 

through the phonics phases. We will 

be focusing on our segmenting 

and blending and using our 

phonics skills to write words and 

sentences. I will be adding some 

useful information on Phonics to the 

‘helping at home’ section on our 

Year 1 webpage. 

Handwriting 

 

We will continue to work on our fine 

motor skills and strengthening our 

fingers through dough disco. This 

will help with our letter formation 

and help us improve out 

handwriting.  

 

Spellings in Year 1 

As a class we will be focusing on a 

set list of spellings each week in 

class. These will be put onto the 

‘helping at home’ section of the 

Year One website page should you 

wish to do some extra practise with 

your child at home. It is beneficial if 

you practise using these words in 

sentences to encourage children 

to use the correct spelling when 

writing independently. 

Water bottles – Children will need 

to bring a water bottle from home 

and must have this in school 

everyday. 

 

Please note shoes and coats need 

to be clearly labelled to ensure 

children don’t mix up items with 

other children.  

 

Keep an eye on the COVID tab on 

the school website for updated risk 

assessments, procedures and 

support for home. 
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We look forward to working in 

partnership with you throughout the 

year and for your children to begin 

their exciting Year One journey! 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Miss Drury and Mrs Sheldon- Price 

 

 

 
 


