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Dates for your diary: 

 

Wed 9th, Thurs 10th,  

Fri 11th 

Reception children 

start school at 9.30am 

on their first morning 

 

Tuesday 15th Sept 

International Dot Day 

All children celebrating 

in school. 

 

Monday 19th Oct 

Flu Vaccinations for 

ALL pupils  

 

Parent Consultation 

Evening 

 

Tuesday 20th Oct 

Parent Consultation 

Evening 

 

Friday 23rd October 

Finish for half term 

 

 

Leeds City Council 

have issued an 

appeal to the 

people of the city to 

do their bit following 

the recent increased 

cases 

 

Leeds is now officially 

on the watch list of 

cities with high Covid 

cases. 

 

Please adhere to the 

rules.  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome: It is wonderful to be able to write the first newsletter of the year and to 

welcome everyone back to St Mary’s. It feels like an exceptionally long time since we 

were all together, but it has arrived. School looks vastly different and we have many 

changes in place to keep everyone safe and healthy. It is a pleasure to welcome 30 

new families to our school and I know that everyone will make them feel happy and 

part of the family. We welcome Miss Stephens to Year 4 and wish her all the best in her 

career.  

Thank you for being so patient and working hard to arrive on time for drop off and 

pick up times. This is logistically challenging, but I am sure it will smooth out in the days 

ahead. A good start though!  

 

A huge thank you to all staff for preparing and getting ready for this academic year. 

Many changes have come over the last few days from government and we will 

ensure that you are up to date on the latest guidance.  

 

I wish all of you a happy year ahead and one which is filled with positivity, fun, 

excitement, and success.  

 

International Dot Day: We begin our fun on Tuesday 15th September 

with our dot day! Miss Cohen has organised for everyone to be 

taking part in art activities based on the book ‘The Dot’. All staff and 

pupils are asked to wear something dotty to school on that day (no 

school uniform). You could wear dotty socks, t-shirt, shirt, dress or 

even underpants! We will begin the day with a zoom meeting so that 

all bubbles in school can see each other and we will end the day 

with a zoom meeting to hear about all the wonderful things that have happened. If 

technology works, we will attempt to record and put this on the website!!  

 

International Dot Day is staged to encourage people of all ages to harness their 

creativity. The inspiration behind the event is the children’s book The Dot by Peter H. 

Reynolds. It relates the tale of a teacher who challenges one of his female pupils to 

take courage in her abilities and from a dot on a page the youngster goes on to 

make her mark. 

Real-life teacher Terry Shay brought this book to his class in the late 2000s and it was 

this that sparked Dot Day to life. It has grown from this one classroom to now be a 

worldwide celebration each year. Teachers can encourage students to get busy on 

the day with writing, drawing, painting, or other creative outlets and share this with the 

Dot Day website to inspire others. It is not just for students though and anyone can get 

involved to show their talents. 

 

Flu Vaccinations: You will receive information regarding Flu Vaccinations from Ms 

MacPherson. It is essential this year that ALL pupils receive this, given the high number 

of cases of Covid still in the UK. You will need to follow the link and book online. Please 

remember to do this. We will send weekly texts to remind you. This is a nasal spray that 

will be administered by NSH health professionals in the school hall on Monday 19th 

October. Social distancing will be adhered to and there will be no mixing of bubbles.  

 

Virtue to live by: 

RESPECT 

http://www.rothwellstmarys.co.uk/


 
Better and Bright 

Located in Carlton Lanes 

Shopping Centre 

Address: Market Place, 

Carlton St, Castleford 

WF10 1BG 

Phone: 01977 557196 

 

Uniform days for 

September 

Monday – PE Kits 

Tuesday – Sch uniform 

Wednesday – PE Kits 

Thursday – Sch uniform 

Friday – Sch uniform 

 

 
 

Twitter: 

We now have a school 

Twitter account. Mrs 

Sweeney has posted lots 

of useful information 

around mental health. 

Please follow us at 

@rothwellstmarys 

 

Update Contact Details 

If any details have 

changed, please notify 

the school office via 

email. 

 

 

 

Please continue to be 

vigilant and follow 

government guidance 

 

 

School Uniform: All our parents and children take pride to uphold the school name 

and reputation – this has been seen this week in how well all our children have 

returned to school and how smart they all look. Please keep this up and check our 

uniform list if you are unsure of what colour or clothes your child should be wearing. 

(Please also check our badge colour!) Please also remember to put names in all items 

of clothing – it is much easier to return if names are available! Girls should only wear 

school colours in their hair and large headbands and bows are not part of our uniform 

– please save them for the weekends! 

 

Building Fund: Our voluntary contributions have been used very effectively for building 

works which are necessary to keep our school building safe and a nice environment 

for everyone. We ask every year that you contribute £45 towards this fund. This is less 

than £1.20p a week. This should be paid on our school money system.  

As a Catholic school we must pay 10% of all our building costs.  Our building work for 

this summer cost £11K (and we must contribute 10%), and we have had all the 

external green gates, Year 1 door and entrance door attached to the fire alarm. 

Many thanks to all the parents who pay regularly or have paid this already. (209 pupils 

x£45.00 = £9,405) 

 

Covid: As you know, we have returned to a quite different school with lots of new 

measures in place, including staggered drop off and pick up times. All our risk 

assessments, guidance letters and information can be found on our website 

https://www.rothwellstmarys.co.uk/school-info/covid/ This page will be updated as is 

necessary and will be the page to get your up to date information. 

It is essential that EVERYONE follows the guidance in the workplace, school, and home 

to keep everyone safe and to stop the risk of infection. Children may be at a lower 

risk, but we have lots of adults working in school and dropping children off at school.  

Please avoid congregating at the school gates, drop off can pick up will only work if 

you are quick and exit without stopping. We need everyone on board for this to work 

and to keep everyone safe! I thank you in advance for reading the guidance and 

abiding by our school procedures.  

 

School Meals/ School Money: the new school menu can also be found on the Covid 

page. School meals and packed lunches need to be booked via school money from 

this term onwards. If you are FSM or in Reception, Year 1, or Year 2, then you will not 

be charged for meals. Any difficulties, please contact the school office by telephone 

or email. 

 

School Library Books: If you have a school library book at home in a plastic folder, can 

we ask that you return them to school by next Wednesday. This will allow books to be 

quarantined, cleaned, and put back ready for September. 

 

Year 6 Robinwood May 2021: As I mentioned in a previous newsletter, we cancelled 

the trip to This Green Moon. Any payments made for this trip will transfer to the 

Robinwood trip for 26th, 27th, 28th May 2021 (please note change of dates as 

Robinwood had double booked). There is an increased cost to this trip of 50 per pupil, 

due to it being a summer booking but we will cover this cost for this year due to the 

change being due to COVID. Fingers crossed for May 2021! 

 

Always remember that the door is open, and your first port of call should be your 

child’s class teacher. If you need to speak further, then please contact Mrs Martin or 

Mrs Sweeney or failing that myself. It is always better to nip things in the bud and get a 

resolution quickly with your child’s teacher.  Face to face meetings will only be 

arranged in cases of emergency or a personal need.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Miss S Leonard -Head teacherhead@rothwellstmarys.org.uk  

https://www.rothwellstmarys.co.uk/school-info/covid/
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