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Behaviour:  

 

 

As recommended by 

the Government and 

the Leeds Risk 

assessment, we have 

added an addendum 

to our Behaviour Policy. 

The guidance is very 

clear about the need to 

ensure social distancing 

as best we can. In this 

climate we must ensure 

that all health and 

safety procedures are 

adhered to and 

although the policy 

may appear a little 

strict, it is for everyone 

and will ensure that all 

staff and pupils remain 

safe whilst in school. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Update: It is lovely to be writing to you today. We have begun opening to 

more pupils since Tuesday. This week we have welcomed 2 pods of Y1 

pupils and 1 pod of Key Worker children. These groups are being staffed by 

6 members of staff. Next week we welcome back Reception children who 

will remain in one pod. The following week – 15th June we welcome back 

Year 6 pupils. Once all groups are back, we will have used all full-time staff 

and all but one classroom space. Thank you to this week’s parents who 

have followed our strict social distancing measures. It is still very essential 

that we abide by this both when coming to school and at home.  

The school website page for COVID is now live and holds documents that 

you may need. The risk assessment and opening school guidance 

documents were approved by the full Governing body on Monday 

evening (via Skype).  

 

A big thank you to Mr and Mrs Williams for their hard work in preparing 

school for reopening. This has been a huge task and nothing like anything 

we have done before. As you will have seen on the news, this is going to 

be around for a long time yet and the social distancing measures will 

remain in school.  

 

Symptoms: Please remember that we cannot have children coming to 

school if they, or a family member is displaying any COVID symptoms. This is 

for your own safety and the safety of all. The latest guidance states: 

 
In line with our current risk assessment all persons who are displaying symptoms 

of COVID-19 MUST NOT come into school and should follow the latest 

government guidance on testing and self-isolation. The website required can 

be found here: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-

for-coronavirus/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/ 

We would ask that you arrange for a test for Coronavirus as soon as is 

reasonably possible and please could we ask that you alert us to the result at 

your earliest convenience.  

 

Track and Trace: Please notify school if you have been contacted by a tracer 

as we may need to inform pod members. In accordance with GDPR 

regulations we are assuming that you approve for contact information to be 

passed on in this instance. If we do not hear from you, we will assume that you 

give consent.  

 

Learning: All teachers are now back in school and as of 15th June, they will 

be assigned to a pod of children. With approval from the governing body, 

we made the decision to continue with our Seesaw learning platform. This 

will be used by children in school and at home. Obviously, at school staff 

will be able to teach using interactive boards and give distanced 

Virtue to live by: 

HONESTY 
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Please continue to: 

Prioritise your child’s 

wellbeing 

“Great learning only 

happens when 

children feel happy, 

safe and secure. 

Provide your children 

with reassurance and 

love.” 

Keep to a routine 

“Children need 

normality, familiarity 

and structure. So, keep 

to a routine. It makes 

home schooling easier 

and helps children to 

realise this is not a 

holiday, and that 

teachers are 

expecting learning to 

take place to some 

degree.” 

 

Encourage reading 

every day 

“Whether it’s reading 

to themselves, a 

parent, a sibling or 

even a special animal 

friend, it’s essential 

children continue to 

read. Reading 

anything counts.” 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

guidance. Work will not be marked in writing due to social distancing. The 

children will still be working at home and submitting work for marking. 

Teachers will have this work to reply to and approve. In the interests of 

workload and wellbeing, this is our offer at the current time.  

 

Online Safety: Please can you ensure that whilst your child is at home that 

they are staying safe online. This also includes ensuring that they use social 

media and online chats appropriately. Using kind words and not sending a 

message that they would not like to receive needs to be the ethos 

followed. Please refer to online safety guidance on our school website: 

https://www.rothwellstmarys.co.uk/classes/keeping-you-safe/  

 

Sunday Mass: Leeds Cathedral continues to live stream the 

11am Sunday Mass from Leeds Cathedral while the 

communal celebrations are suspended. Simply access our 

YouTube Channel via - www.leedscathedrallive.org.uk  

 

Please try to engage in this, I found it extremely valuable 

to spend time in prayer on Sunday. It created a little 

normality to my life, and I hope it did for those of you who 

watched too.  

 

Normal end of year: Unfortunately, we will not be able to have any of the 

normal procedures for the end of year. This will mean no 

assemblies, plays, gatherings. This is very sad for our Year 6 

pupils and we know that this is not our way of saying 

goodbye here at St Mary’s. There may be an opportunity to 

invite this 2020 Y6 cohort back in the autumn term for a 

gathering but at this stage we cannot promise anything.  

 

Please continue to encourage your children to take advantage of the 

outdoors and keep safe over the next 7 weeks. School is an extremely 

different place and we know that is not how we want our children to be 

educated. If we all play our part, the county may be able to recover to a 

new normal sooner rather than later.  

 

Staffing for September 2020: We will be sadly saying goodbye to Miss 

Gannon and Miss Jackson at the end of the year. We thank them for their 

hard work and dedication whilst here at St Mary’s. 

Staffing for September will be as follows: 

Reception: Miss Cohen 

Year 1: Miss Drury 

Year 2: Miss Nicholson 

Year 3: Mrs Sweeney / Mrs Martin 

Year 4: Miss Stephens 

Year 5: Mrs Collins 

Year 6: Ms Hallos 

 

Please also remember that we are here for every single member of our 

school community. In these strange times, we may all need support or a 

comforting chat. You know that we are all here to help and to give 

support as always.  

God bless- Miss Siobhan Leonard 
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