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Important days and 

dates for this half term 

Thursday 12th Dec 
Parish afternoon (for 

parishioners) 

1.30pm 
 

Monday 16th 
December 

Reception Nativity 
1.30pm and 5.30pm 

Please remember to 
purchase tickets. 

 
Tuesday 17th Dec 

Christmas Dinner Day 
(Christmas jumpers 

allowed today and 
tinsel!) 

 

Thursday 19th Dec 
Party afternoon (party 

clothes all day) 
 

Friday 20th Dec 
Mass at 9am 

Break up at 1pm 

 
 

Spring Term 

School opens on 
Monday 6th Jan 2020 

 
Young Voices  

Monday 13th Jan 
12.30pm – 10.15pm 

 
First Holy Communion 

class  
Monday 20th Jan 5pm 

 
Year 3 class assembly 

Friday 31st Jan 9am 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance: The best attendance last week was Year 4 with 96.33%. Our school 
attendance is currently at 96.97% for the whole school. Please be mindful to keep hands 
clean and if your child has a temperature, sickness or diarrhoea – they must remain off 
school.  Upon return to school they must be fit enough to access the school day and be 
outside at play and lunchtime. Please refer to the guidance sent last week from Public 
Health England. Thank you to every parent for your commitment to education.  
  
Pantomime: I just want to say how wonderful each child was last week. The behaviour 
was outstanding, and we received lots of comments from the staff at the City Varieties. It 
is a joy to take them out. Apologies for the traffic but unfortunately, we cannot control 
this. As we work on our new virtue – we all work towards having a little bit more patience. 
 
Musical Theatre: This week is the performance for parents. Miss Jackson has worked 
extremely well with the children to develop music, dance and singing skills. It is a pleasure 
to see the children enjoying this so much. Thanks to Miss Jackson for giving her time each 
week.  
 
Parish Afternoon: We will have our annual parish afternoon for all the people who attend 
St Mary’s Church but may no longer have links with children at school. It is always a 
wonderful afternoon with the children singing and a few nibbles and a cuppa. The 
afternoon begins at 1.30pm. Please use the car park for ease of access.  
 
School Term dates for 2020-2021: These have now been approved by the governing body. 
You will have received a copy with the newsletter today. Please ensure that you book 
holidays in line with our holidays and NOT Leeds City Council. You will see we return 
earlier in September and finish earlier in July.  

FOSM: Thank you to EVERYONE who helped in any way to 
make last Friday such a success. I know the hours that people 
put into such events may not be seen but they are always 
greatly appreciated. Many thanks to everyone who turned up 
and supported – it really was a wonderful St Mary’s 
community event. Definitely in the Christmas spirit now! Well 
done to Tina and her team for their first fair with a new 
leader. 

Goodbye: This week we say goodbye to Mrs. Thompson. Mrs. Thompson has worked at St 
Mary’s since 2006, where she started as a teaching assistant. Mrs. Thompson has also 
worked at lunchtimes with the children and at After School Club since it began. On behalf 
of the staff, parents, children and governors we would like to say a huge thank you for 
your dedication to our school and we wish you all the best as you begin your new job at 
Shakespeare Primary.  

Virtue to live by: 
 

PATIENCE 
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Class Assemblies this 

year 

Year 3 

Friday 31st Jan @ 9am 

 

Year 2 

Friday 13th Mar @ 9am 

 

Year 1 

Friday 1st May @ 9am 

 

Reception 

Friday 19th June @ 9am 

 

 

Clubs and Collective Worship 
Times: 

 
Collective Worship 

Reception – after half term 
Year 1 2.40pm (starting 

26.9.19) 
Year 2 Thursday 2.40pm 

Year 3 Thursday 9am 
Year 4 – after half term 
Year 5 Thursday 2.40pm 
Year 6 Thursday 2.40pm 

 
Year 3 Parent morning – 

Monday 8.30am 
(Mrs Sweeney) 

 
Year 2 – Wednesday maths 
club by invitation 3-3.45pm 

(Miss Nicholson) 
 

Film Club: Wednesday for KS2 
3-4pm (Mrs Collins) 

 
English Club for y6 with Mrs 

Hallos 3-4pm 
 

KS2 Musical Theatre – 
Thursday 3-4pm 
(Miss Jackson) 

 
Christmas Crafts with Miss 
Drury and Miss Nicholson 

12th Dec, 19th Dec 3-4 
 

Netball – Friday 3-4pm for Y 5 
and Y6 

(Miss Cohen and Mrs 
Sweeney) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reception admissions: Please ensure that you have applied on the Leeds Admissions site 
AND returned a supplementary form (with proof of baptism) to school before 15th January 
2020. Any applications received after this will be considered late.  

Parish Event: Christmas concert in the hall on Sunday 15th December at 2pm tickets are on 
sale now £2 per adult and £1 for children. Lots of tickets have already been sold. Please see 
Elaine or Fr Eamon at Mass.  
 
Parish Mass Times:  
Christmas Eve Children’s Mass 5.00 p.m  
Reading & Carols 7.30 p.m Mass 8.00 p.m  
Christmas Day Mass 10.00 a.m  
St Stephen’s Day Mass 9.30 a.m  
New Year’s Eve 31st December Mass 10.00 a.m  
Exposition & Benediction 5.00 p.m 
 
Reception Nativity: As always, we sell tickets for both performances of the Reception 
Nativity. At this time of year, it is essential that we think of those less fortunate than 
ourselves and we will be sending all monies raised to MacMillan Cancer. This is a charity 
very close to my own heart and to many people linked to our school. Tickets are on sale 
today via school money at £3. Each family can purchase 3 tickets per performance.  
 
Sacraments: First Holy Communion has now begun. Please remember to put the dates in 
your diary which have been on the newsletter and on a personal letter from me.  
Monday 9th December 5pm  /Monday 20th January 5pm  /Monday 2nd March 5pm 
Monday 30th March 5pm  /Monday 27th April 5pm  /Monday 11th May 5pm 
Fr Eamon only stamped 16 books last weekend. It is essential that there is a 75% 
attendance over the programme. Fr Eamon is going to check books at the beginning 
of February. 
 
Uniform: Please ensure that the correct uniform is being worn. All children should now be 
in winter uniform. This means no more polo shirts! All children need to be in shirt and tie. 
We pride ourselves on smart uniform = smart work! Sweatshirts are not to be worn as 
everyday school jumpers – these are only for PE. 
 
Communication: We are so lucky to be in an age of fast communication. At school our 
main lines of communication from school to home is via face to face, email or text. If a 
parent needs to contact school or an individual member of staff, please see them after 
school finishes or easily arrange a meeting at the school office which all teachers are very 
happy to do. Alternatively you can email using only – head@rothwellstmarys.org.uk and I 
will ensure that the email is passed on. Even if you know a member of staff’s personal 
email, this is not to be used by parents. We pride ourselves on effective communication 
and compared to many primary schools, we go above and beyond to ensure that your 
voice is heard, or your question is answered.  
 
Always remember that the door is open, and your first port of call should be your child’s 
class teacher. If you need to speak further, then please see Mrs Hallos or Mrs Sweeney - 
failing that myself. It is always better to nip things in the bud and get a resolution quickly 
with your child’s teacher.  Mrs Hallos and Mrs Sweeney are our new Acting Assistant 
Heads for this academic year. 
 

Yours sincerely, Miss S Leonard -Head teacher -
head@rothwellstmarys.org.uk 
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