
Rothwell St. Mary’s Whole School Intentions for Geography 

Intent:  the school’s curriculum sets out the knowledge and skills that  

pupils will gain at each stage 

 

Implementation:  the way that the curriculum developed or adopted 

 by the school is taught and assessed in order to support pupils to build 

 their knowledge and to apply that knowledge as skills 

 

Impact :  the outcomes that pupils achieve as a result of the education  

they have received 

The History National Curriculum : https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-

curriculum-in-england-geography-programmes-of-study 

Subject Leader: Miss Leonard  

 

 Autumn One  Autumn Two Spring One  Spring Two  Summer One  Summer Two  Clearly defined end 

point  

Reception 

building 

Locational Knowledge 

Understand where we 

live?  

Map skills  

What is a map? What 

does it show? 

Map skills  

What is a map? What 

does it show? 

Fieldwork  

Recognise a photo or a 

video as a record of 

Map skills  Human and Physical 

Geography 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-geography-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-geography-programmes-of-study


blocks for 

KS1 * 

 

People in our local 

area.  

 

Study the geography 

of their school. Where 

is Rothwell St Mary’s?  

 

 

 

How? 

Children to explore 

grounds of the school 

and know where it is. 

it is on a street and 

what is surrounding 

it.  

Children to see 

people in our local 

area and understand 

what their role is and 

why they are 

important.  

Vocabulary  

Area  

Town  

Village  

Road  

House  

Street  

 

Countries and where 

they are on the map. 

 

How?  

Children look at a 

map and know where 

the UK is and where 

the other countries 

we are looking at are 

in relation to it. 

 

Vocabulary  

Countries  

Map  

World  

Location  

People  

Know where the cold 

places on the map are 

and find them using a 

globe. What is a 

globe?  

Human and Physical 

Geography 

Understanding the 

different poles. 

Locational and 

directional language.  

 

How?   

Children are able to 

find the north and 

south pole on the 

globe and map. 

Children to 

understand what a 

globe is.  

Vocabulary  

Journey  

Globe  

North pole  

South pole  

Map  

Artic animals  

what has been seen or 

heard 

Using a camera in the 

help to record what is 

seen.  

Place knowledge  

To talk about the 

features of their own 

immediate 

environment and how 

environments might 

vary from one 

Human and physical 

geography.  

To make observations 

of the environment and 

explain why some 

things occur and talk 

about changes 

 

How?  

Children to use the 

ipads to catch the 

dinosaur by doing a 

recording to show 

evidence.  

 

Vocabulary  

Carnivore  

Omnivore  

Extinct  

Volcano  

 

Draw or make a map 

of real or imaginary 

places.  

Locational knowledge  

Study the geography 

of their school. Where 

is Rothwell St Mary’s? 

What is in our local 

area?  

another.  

Fieldwork  

Children use everyday 

language to talk 

about positions and 

distance to solve 

problems. 

Can describe their 

relative position such 

as behind or next to. 

How?  

Children to make a 

map of the local area 

to show their route to 

different places.  

Children to know 

what we have in 

Rothwell e.g. post 

office, library.  

Vocabulary  

Map  

Distance  

Position 

Imaginary   

 

Understanding the 

key vocabulary. What 

they are? , Inc. city, 

town, village, farm, 

house, shop looking 

at these in the local 

areas.  

Place knowledge  

To talk about the 

features of their own 

immediate 

environment and 

how environments 

might vary from one 

another. 

Human and physical 

geography.  

To make observations 

of the environment 

and explain why 

some things occur and 

talk about changes 

How?   

Understanding what a 

town is by visiting 

local areas 

understanding that 

we are in a town and 

understanding how 

this is different to a 

farm. Visits to the 

local area.  

Vocabulary  

Changes 

Growth  

Life  

Environment  

 

Year One Home sweet home  

Place Knowledge  

Understand geographical similarities and 

differences through studying the human and 

physical geography of a small area of the 

United Kingdom (Rothwell) 

 

Human and physical Geography  

Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in 

the United Kingdom. use basic geographical 

You’re Great Britain  

Place Knowledge  

name, locate and identify characteristics of the 

four countries and capital cities of the United 

Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

 

Human and physical Geography 

Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in 

the United Kingdom use basic geographical 

vocabulary to refer to key physical features, 

Kenya  

Place Knowledge   

Name and locate the UK and Africa Place 

Knowledge  understand geographical 

similarities and differences through studying the 

human and physical geography of a small area 

of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in 

a contrasting non-European country (Kenya) 

 

Human and physical Geography  

 



vocabulary to refer to key physical features, 

including hill, river, soil, valley, vegetation, 

season and  weather key human features, 

including: city, town, village, mill, farm, house, 

office, shops, church, school, reservoir, road, 

motorway   

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

Use locational and directional language (for 

example near, far, left and right) to describe 

the location of features and routes on a map. 

Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives 

to recognise landmarks and basic human and 

physical features, devise a simple map. Use 

simple fieldwork and observational skills to 

study the geography of their school and its 

grounds and the key human and physical 

features of its surrounding environment. 

including beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, 

vegetation, season and weather. Key human 

features, including: city, town, village, factory, 

farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop.   

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify 

the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as 

the countries, continents and oceans studied at 

this key stage. Use simple compass directions 

(North, South, East and West) and locational 

and directional language (for example near, far, 

left and right) to describe the location of features 

and routes on a map. Use aerial photographs 

and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks 

and basic human and physical features. 

Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in 

the United Kingdom and the location of hot 

and cold areas of the world in relation to the 

equator and the North and South Poles. use 

basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key 

physical features, including beach, cliff, coast, 

forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 

valley, vegetation, season and  weather key 

human features, city, town, house, port, 

harbour shop,  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify 

the United Kingdom and its countries, as well 

as the countries, continents and oceans studied 

at this key stage. Use simple compass directions 

(North, South, East and West) and locational 

and directional language (for example near, 

far, left and right) to describe the location of 

features and routes on a map. Use aerial 

photographs and plan perspectives to recognise 

landmarks and basic human and physical 

features; devise a simple map and construct 

basic symbols in a key. 

 

Year Two  Geography 

Use atlases and globes 

to plot the pirates 

trade routes.  

Draw and model 

these routes along 

with simple 

directions. 

Pupils should be 

taught to:  

 

• use world maps, 

atlases and globes to 

identify the United 

Kingdom and its 

countries, as well as 

the countries, 

continents and oceans 

studied at this key 

stage  

 

• use simple compass 

directions (North, 

South, East and West) 

Geography 

Researching London 

landmarks and how 

they are represented 

on maps including 

ariel photographs. 

Pupils should be 

taught to:  

 

• use world maps, 

atlases and globes to 

identify the United 

Kingdom and its 

countries, as well as 

the countries, 

continents and oceans 

studied at this key 

stage  

 

• use aerial 

photographs and plan 

perspectives to 

recognise landmarks 

and basic human and 

Geography 

Look at pictures and 

photographs of Royal 

castles from around 

the world and 

identifying its location 

using maps and 

globes.  

Castle locations.  

Pupils should be 

taught to:  

 

• use world maps, 

atlases and globes to 

identify the United 

Kingdom and its 

countries, as well as 

the countries, 

continents and oceans 

studied at this key 

stage  

 

• use simple compass 

directions (North, 

Geography 

Crimean war – country 

focus 

-Where were hospitals 

based? 

Pupils should be taught 

to:  

 

• use world maps, 

atlases and globes to 

identify the United 

Kingdom and its 

countries, as well as the 

countries, continents 

and oceans studied at 

this key stage  

 

• use aerial 

photographs and plan 

perspectives to 

recognise landmarks 

and basic human and 

physical features; devise 

a simple map; and use 

Geography  

To locate the North 

and South Pole on a 

world map and 

identify features of 

the environment.  

To explore the 

climate and weather 

of the North and 

South Pole. 

To explore the 

animals of the North 

and South Pole. 

To be able to use 

compass points to 

navigate around a 

map. 

To explore the 

landscapes of the 

North and South 

Pole. 

To identify similarities 

and differences 

between the North 

Geography 

Take a walk around 

the local 

community/school 

grounds to see what is 

growing. Make a map 

of the walk and plot 

what we have found 

and where  

Use simple fieldwork 

and observational 

skills to study the 

geography of the 

school and grounds 

and physical features 

of it 

Pupils should be 

taught to:  

 

• use simple compass 

directions (North, 

South, East and West) 

and locational and 

directional language 

 

 



and locational and 

directional language 

[for example, near 

and far; left and 

right], to describe the 

location of features 

and routes on a map  

 

• use simple fieldwork 

and observational 

skills to study the 

geography of their 

school and its grounds 

and the key human 

and physical features 

of its surrounding 

environment 

- Locational 

knowledge  

- Place 

knowledge  

- Geographical 

skills and 

fieldwork 

 

physical features; 

devise a simple map; 

and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key  

 

- Locational 

knowledge  

- Place 

knowledge  

- Geographical 

skills and 

fieldwork 

 

South, East and West) 

and locational and 

directional language 

[for example, near 

and far; left and 

right], to describe the 

location of features 

and routes on a map  

 

• use aerial 

photographs and plan 

perspectives to 

recognise landmarks 

and basic human and 

physical features; 

devise a simple map; 

and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key  

- Locational 

knowledge  

- Place 

knowledge  

- Human and 

physical 

geography 

- Geographical 

skills and 

fieldwork 

 

and construct basic 

symbols in a key  

 

- Locational 

knowledge  

- Place 

knowledge  

- Human and 

physical 

geography 

- Geographical 

skills and 

fieldwork 

 

and South Pole, and 

the UK. 

Pupils should be 

taught to:  

 

• use world maps, 

atlases and globes to 

identify the United 

Kingdom and its 

countries, as well as 

the countries, 

continents and oceans 

studied at this key 

stage  

 

• use simple compass 

directions (North, 

South, East and West) 

and locational and 

directional language 

[for example, near 

and far; left and 

right], to describe the 

location of features 

and routes on a map  

 

• use aerial 

photographs and plan 

perspectives to 

recognise landmarks 

and basic human and 

physical features; 

devise a simple map; 

and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key  

- Locational 

knowledge  

- Place 

knowledge  

- Human and 

physical 

geography 

- Geographical 

skills and 

fieldwork 

 

[for example, near 

and far; left and 

right], to describe the 

location of features 

and routes on a map  

 

• use aerial 

photographs and plan 

perspectives to 

recognise landmarks 

and basic human and 

physical features; 

devise a simple map; 

and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key  

 

• use simple fieldwork 

and observational 

skills to study the 

geography of their 

school and its grounds 

and the key human 

and physical features 

of its surrounding 

environment 

- Locational 

knowledge  

- Place 

knowledge  

- Human and 

physical 

geography 

- Geographical 

skills and 

fieldwork 

 

Year Three    Linked with 

History 

England Country 

Profile – Europe 

Linked with 

History 

Linked with History  England Country 

Profile – Europe 

Describe and 

understand key 

 



• A local study 

–  mapping 

our local 

area and the 

changes over 

time 

• 4 point grid 

reference  

Fieldwork:  

-Ask geographical 

questions 

-Use appropriate 

terminology 

Map Skills: 

-  Follow a route on a 

map with some 

accuracy 

Locational 

Knowledge: 

- name and locate 

counties and cities of 

the United Kingdom, 

geographical regions 

and their identifying 

human and physical 

characteristics 

Human and physical 

knowledge: 

- physical geography, 

including: climate 

zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts 

- human geography, 

including: types of 

settlement and land 

use, 

 

• Name and 

locate river, 

mountains 

and lakes in 

the UK 

• Recognise 

and use the 

8 compass 

points 

Link with English. 

 

Fieldwork: 

-Ask geographical 

questions 

-Use appropriate 

terminology 

 

Map Skills: 

- Locate the 

UK on a variety of 

different scale maps 

- Name & 

locate the counties 

and cities of the UK 

- Create a 

simple scale drawing 

- Name and 

locate countries in 

Europe (including 

Russia) 

Locational 

Knowledge: 

- locate the 

world’s countries, 

using maps to focus 

on Europe 

- understand 

geographical 

similarities and 

differences through 

the study of human 

and physical 

geography of a region 

of the United 

Kingdom 

Place Knowledge: 

- understand 

geographical 

• Yorkshire study -  

Study of human 

and physical 

geography in 

Yorkshire – 

Rothwell market 

town 

• Our local area 

 

Fieldwork: 

-Ask geographical 

questions 

-Use appropriate 

terminology 

 

Map Skills: 

- Locate the 

UK on a variety of 

different scale maps 

- Name & 

locate the counties 

and cities of the UK 

- Create a 

simple scale drawing 

- Name and 

locate countries in 

Europe (including 

Russia) 

Locational 

Knowledge: 

- locate the 

world’s countries, 

using maps to focus 

on Europe 

- understand 

geographical 

similarities and 

differences through 

the study of human 

and physical 

geography of a region 

of the United 

Kingdom 

Place Knowledge: 

- understand 

geographical 

similarities and 

differences through 

Greece Country 

Profile  

• Use maps 

and 

atlases to 

locate 

countries 

and 

continents 

• Locate 

deserts, 

rivers and 

mountain 

ranges  

 

(1a 2 3a 4) 

 

Fieldwork: 

-Ask geographical 

questions 

-Record findings from 

fieldtrips 

-Use appropriate 

terminology 

-Draw an annotated 

sketch from 

observation including 

descriptive / 

explanatory labels 

 

Map Skills: 

- Name and 

locate countries in 

Europe (including 

Russia) 

Locational Knowledge: 

- locate the 

world’s countries, using 

maps to focus on 

Europe 

- understand 

geographical similarities 

and differences through 

the study of human and 

physical geography of a 

region in a European 

country (Greece) 

Place Knowledge: 

• Name and 

locate 

counties and 

cities of the 

united 

kingdom 

Study of human and 

physical geography in 

Yorkshire 

 

Fieldwork: 

-Ask geographical 

questions 

-Record findings from 

fieldtrips 

-Use appropriate 

terminology 

-Draw an annotated 

sketch from 

observation including 

descriptive / 

explanatory labels 

 

Map Skills: 

- Name and 

locate countries in 

Europe (including 

Russia) 

Locational 

Knowledge: 

- locate the 

world’s countries, 

using maps to focus 

on Europe 

- understand 

geographical 

similarities and 

differences through 

the study of human 

and physical 

geography of a region 

in a European country 

(Greece) 

Place Knowledge: 

- understand 

geographical 

similarities and 

differences through 

aspects of biomes and 

vegetation belts 

(climate zones): 

• Where are 

foods 

grown? 

• Where does 

coco come 

from? 

Fairtrade Foundation 

learning – cocoa 

 

Link with English. 

 

Fieldwork: 

-Ask geographical 

questions 

-Use appropriate 

terminology 

 

Map Skills: 

-Begin to match 

boundaries (e.g. find 

same boundary of a 

country on different 

scale 

maps). 

-Use 4 figure 

compasses, and 

letter/number co-

ordinates to identify 

features on a map 

Place Knowledge: 

- understand 

geographical 

similarities and 

differences through 

the study of human 

and physical 

geography of a region 

of the United 

Kingdom 

Human and physical 

knowledge: 

- human geography, 

including: types of 

settlement and land 

use, 



similarities and 

differences through 

the study of human 

and physical 

geography of a region 

of the United 

Kingdom 

Human and physical 

knowledge: 

- human 

geography, including: 

types of settlement 

and land use 

 

the study of human 

and physical 

geography of a region 

of the United 

Kingdom 

Human and physical 

knowledge: 

- human 

geography, including: 

types of settlement 

and land use 

 

- understand 

geographical similarities 

and differences through 

the study of human and 

physical geography of a 

region of the United 

Kingdom 

Human and physical 

knowledge: 

- physical 

geography, including: 

climate zones, rivers 

and mountains (Greece 

focus) 

- human 

geography, including: 

types of settlement and 

land use 

the study of human 

and physical 

geography of a region 

of the United 

Kingdom 

Human and physical 

knowledge: 

- physical 

geography, including: 

climate zones, rivers 

and mountains 

(Greece focus) 

- human 

geography, including: 

types of settlement 

and land use 

Year Four  Maps  

o UK and its place in the world  

o Atlas reading  

o Map interpretations and drawing  

Measure straight line distances using the 

appropriate scale. (Geographical skills and 

fieldwork) 

Explore features on OS maps using 6 figure grid 

references. (Geographical skills and fieldwork)  

Draw accurate maps with more complex keys. 

(Geographical skills and fieldwork)  

Recognise the different shapes of continents. 

(Locational knowledge) 

Know about the wider context of places - 

region, country. (Place knowledge) local 

Identify where countries are within Europe; 

including Russia. (Locational knowledge)  

o Understand why there are similarities and 

differences between places. (Place 

knowledge) environment and local 

Understand and use a widening range of 

geographical terms e.g. specific topic 

vocabulary - contour, height, valley, erosion, 

deposition, transportation, headland, 

volcanoes, earthquakes etc. (Geographical skills 

and fieldwork)  

Understand and use a widening range of 

geographical terms e.g. specific topic 

Environment  

Human impact on the environment  

(Science) 

o Exploring the impact and power of weather 

and water 

Impact of environmental change on living things 

and where/how people live  

Plan the steps and strategies for an enquiry. 

(Geographical skills and fieldwork)  

Recognise that people have differing quality of 

life living in different locations and 

environments. (Locational knowledge) 

Describe how people have been affected by 

changes in the environment. (Human and 

physical geography) 

Explain about key natural resources e.g. water in 

the locality. (Human and physical geography) 

local 

Explore weather patterns around parts of the 

world. (Human and physical geography) 

Understand why there are similarities and 

differences between places. (Place knowledge) 

local 

 

Understand and use a widening range of 

geographical terms e.g. specific topic vocabulary 

- contour, height, valley, erosion, deposition, 

transportation, headland, volcanoes, 

Local Geography 

o  Understand Rothwell and its place in the 

context of the UK and Europe 

o Understanding key natural and man-made 

features  

o Comparing Rothwell to other places 

Plan the steps and strategies for an enquiry. 

(Geographical skills and fieldwork)  

Demonstrate knowledge of features about 

places around him/her and beyond the UK. 

(Locational knowledge) 

Know how the locality is set within a wider 

geographical context. (Locational knowledge) 

Describe human features of UK regions, cities 

and /or counties. (Human and physical 

geography) 

Understand the effect of landscape features on 

the development of a locality. (Human and 

physical geography) 

Explain about key natural resources e.g. water 

in the locality. (Human and physical 

geography) environment 

Know about the wider context of places - 

region, country. (Place knowledge) 

 

Understand why there are similarities and 

differences between places. (Place knowledge) 

environment 

 

 

 



vocabulary - contour, height, valley, erosion, 

deposition, transportation, headland, 

volcanoes, earthquakes etc. (Geographical skills 

and fieldwork) 

earthquakes etc. (Geographical skills and 

fieldwork)  

Environment  

Human impact on the environment  

(Science) 

Understand and use a widening range of 

geographical terms e.g. specific topic 

vocabulary - contour, height, valley, erosion, 

deposition, transportation, headland, 

volcanoes, earthquakes etc. (Geographical skills 

and fieldwork)  

Local Geography 

Year Five  Mountains, Volcanoes & Earthquakes 

 

Children can understand and use a widening 

range of geographical terms such as climate 

zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 

mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and 

the water cycle 

 

Identify and describe the significance of the 

Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones 

including day and night 

 

Recognise the different shapes of countries 

 

Understand about world weather patterns 

around the World and relate these to climate 

zones 

 

 

Rivers 

 

Using maps and atlases 

Look at River Nile in more detail  

Ancient and modern 

 

Know how rivers erode, transport and deposit 

materials 

 

Know about the physical features of coasts and 

begin to understand erosion and deposition 

 

Understand how humans affect the environment 

over time 

 

Know location of: capital cities of countries of 

British Isles and U.K., seas around U.K., 

European Union countries with high populations 

and large areas and the largest cities in each 

continent 

Compare Filey with a region in North America  

 

Trip to Filey linked to physical characteristics of 

the coast. 

North America – Alaska linked to physical 

characteristics in comparison to Filey. 

 

Identify the physical characteristics and key 

topographical features of the countries within 

North America 

 

Know about the wider context of places e.g. 

county, region and country 

 

Know and describe where a variety of places 

are in relation to physical and human features 

 

 

Know about changes to world environments 

over time 

Understand why people seek to manage and 

sustain their environment 

 

Compare the physical and human features of a 

region of the UK and a region in North 

America, identifying similarities and differences. 

 



 

 

  

*Please see the Reception class page for the individual year overview that is centred around the EYFS curriculum. The information above (re:Reception) provides a base of 

knowledge, language and skills so that our youngest learners are best prepared for our bespoke curriculum in KS1.  

Year Six  Ge2/1.1a    locate the world’s countries, using 

maps to focus on Europe (including the 

location of Russia) and North and South 

America 

Ge2/1.2a    understand geographical similarities 

and differences through the study of human 

and physical geography of a region of the 

United Kingdom, a region in a European 

country, and a region in North or South 

America 

Mapping :  

Begin to use and recognise atlas symbols 

Locate the world’s countries on a variety of 

maps, including the areas studied throughout 

the Key Stages 

Field Work:  

Evaluate their sketch against set criteria and 

improve it 

 

Ge2/1.4 Geographical skills  

Using maps, atlases and compasses and use of 

ordnance survey maps to build their knowledge 

of the United Kingdom and the wider world. 

Mapping :  

Begin to use and recognise atlas symbols 

Locate the world’s countries on a variety of 

maps, including the areas studied throughout the 

Key Stages 

 

Ge2/1.2a    understand geographical similarities 

and differences through the study of human 

and physical geography of a region of the 

United Kingdom, a region in a European 

country, and a region in North or South 

America 

Human Geography: 

Understand types of settlement and land use, 

economic activity including trade links, and the 

distribution of natural resources including 

energy, food, minerals and water.  

 

 


