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First of all thank you all for making the effort to come out on this autumn evening to attend the 
FOSM AGM. We will be reviewing last year’s achievements and then voting in new committee 
members. 

I have been involved with FOSM for the last 7 years. I was secretary for 2 years before taking on 
the role of chair which I have been in for the last 3 years. My eldest child has now completed her 
time at Rothwell St Mary’s and many of her happy memories of her early years at school have 
been possible due to the hard work and dedication of FOSM. 

Before we start to look at last year’s events, I would like to say a few thank you’s. 

My first thank you is to Matt. Matt has been our Treasurer for the last 5 years. He has kept our 
financials in pristine order and is always on hand to sort out any technical glitches (which with me 
and Bernie this has been a full-time job for him). Also, thank you to the lovely Becky and family 
who spare Matt from their family time to fulfil his FOSM commitments. 

Bernie, my fellow Elf. Thank you so much for all your help and support over the years. Bernie has 
always been on hand to do a tuck shop run and support every event but especially for being my 
Christmas buddy. Bernie does not need any encouragement to dress up and make a fool of herself, 
unfortunately though Bernie’s children are growing up and moving onto High School but like me 
your children will have some amazing memories of their time at St Mary’s because of hard work 
and commitment from FOSM members. 

Thank you to Mr Williams who goes out of his way to come to school to open up or close up after 
us. He cleans up after every event and is always on hand to lock the cabin after I’ve been in it, I bet 
even Arnold Schwarzenegger would struggle with that cabin door but not our Mr Williams. 

A massive thank you goes out to Helen and Deborah, these ladies do a tremendous amount of 
work for FOSM, sending out texts, emails, sorting payments on school money as well as sorting 
unhappy parents when deadlines have been missed. FOSM would not be what it is without these 
two amazing ladies. 

Thank you to all the staff who give up their time to help out at discos, cinema nights and fairs. Also 
we have some dedicated staff who give up their time after a busy week to sleep at school at the 
annual sleepover. I’m quite sure most of us would not want to spend a night in our own time at 
our place of work. 

Thank you to Miss Leonard who does so much behind the scenes for FOSM, she does our risk 
assessments, attends events and again sleeps over every year. 



My last and biggest thank you is to you guys and your children. FOSM would not be without all 
your time and effort and the smiles that come from the children at the discos, pantomime’s and 
fairs, and it’s those little faces that make all this hard work worthwhile. 

This last year we did limit our events due to me having family commitments but the events we did 
have were fabulous. We had 2 very successful discos which we had tuck shops, hot dogs, nail 
paints, tattoos and drinks. A cinema night in February was brilliant and all the children had a ball. 
The sports day was combined with our family BBQ, the weather held out and most people stayed 
for the whole day and had a lovely relaxing day watching the sporting events. We also held the 
sleep over for years 5 & 6, this is one of my favourite events as you know they are going to 
remember sleeping over at their school forever. The weather was not kind to us but that in some 
ways made things better, Richard Bower and Paul Dempsey had all kinds of activities that kept 
everyone entertained. A huge  

Thank you to them and everyone else who gave up a night sleep. 

As for how the funds have been spent this year, we have funded some new furniture in the library, 
a pantomime for the children, planters and improvements for the school garden, we also paid for 
each class to visit This Green Moon where the children and adults had such an amazing time out in 
the open learning first-hand about nature that they are still talking about it now. We also funded 
our usual things like sports day medals, leaver’s books and pens and the indoor and outdoor 
Christmas trees. 

Every penny that is raised by FOSM goes back into school for every child to benefit from. Rothwell 
St Mary’s is an amazing school and we are very lucky to have such brilliant school but that is what 
has made me want to give something back and why I have been involved with FOSM for the last 7 
years. 

To conclude tonight’s AGM I would like to say a massive thank you to everyone who has supported 
me over the last 3 years as Chair, I couldn’t have done it without the help and support from you 
guys. We have had a lot of interest from new parents from Reception and Year 1 parents which is 
fabulous and means FOSM can continue to do what they do, after all it is our children that reap 
the benefits of your hard work. And finally to say good luck to the new Trustee’s, I know you’re 
going to be brilliant and bring some fresh ideas for fund raising, I will still be an active member of 
FOSM but I’m kind of looking forward to just being told to paint nails or be an Elf rather than 
running around and meeting myself coming backwards. 

Thank you and good evening. 

 

 

 

 


