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Dear Parents and Carers,   

I hope you have had a lovely summer 

break and that the children are refreshed 

and ready for their move to Year one! I 

am so excited to be joining Rothwell St 

Mary’s tghs year and fetthnf to know your 

wonderful children. We will have a fun-

filled year with lots of opportunities for 

creativity and using our imaginations. We 

will tackle challenges together throughout 

our learning journey as every day is a new 

adventure! This year we will have Mrs 

Sheldon Price and Mrs Penchion in Year 

1.This newsletter will inform you of what 

we have planned this year and also any 

useful information. 

Our first topic of the year will be 

‘Ourselves and Famhlhes’ where we will look 

closely at ourselves and how we have 

changed since we were babies. We will link 

this to our Art and create our own 

portraits using different materials. In 

English we will continue to link to our topic 

tgroufg tge story ‘Funnybones’. We whll 

have lots of fun using drama and music to 

explore our story aswell as focusing on 

ensuring we use our Year 1 super sentence 

checklist at all times.  

In maths we will begin by focusing on 

number and place value. We will use lots 

of songs, chants and actions to help us 

count forwards and backwards aswell as 

representing our numbers using different 

resources and pictures. We will become 

mastery magicians and explain how we 

have found answers 

and investigate if 

there are other ways 

we can represent them. 

This allows the children to gain a deep 

understanding and build confidence. 

Our R.E tophc tghs term hs ‘God’s Great 

Plan’. We will explore this topic through 

prayer, music, dance and drama and the 

children will develop an awareness of the 

beauty of God’s world. We whll tghnk about 

what is most important to us hn God’s 

world and how we should look after it. We 

whll also read tge story of ‘Noag and tge 

Flood’ and tghnk about how God created us 

because he loves us. 

In Year 1 we love to celebrate our 

achievements and will have a Phonics 

superstar, Writing superstar and and 

Maths superstar of the week. We also have 

a class teddy mascot who the children 

named Hattie before the summer break. 

The star of the day will look after Hattie 

in the classroom and the children will also 

take it in turns to take Hattie home for 

the weekend. There will be a diary for the 

cghldren to wrhte a lhttle about Hatthe’s vhsht 

or write a prayer for our class worships. 

P.E will be on a Monday and Wednesday 

mornings which is taken outdoors by 

Premier Sports Coaches. The children 

therefore need to wear their P.E kits to 

school on both of these mornings .Children 

will need to bring their school uniform with 
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them also on those days, as we will change 

into uniform straight after the P.E.  

We will be having competitions in class to 

try and speed up our getting ready time 

and increase our independence. 

Reading 

Your child will be given a book and a 
reading diary to bring home and read 
each week. The children will also have lots 
of opportunities to read and enjoy books 
throughout the week at school and at 
home. When you are reading with your 
child it is important to discuss the story, 
ask questions and make predictions as this 
will increase their comprehension skills. We 
will read with children twice per week. 
Please note that this is school policy to 
ensure that children are confident and 
secure in their reading journey.  
 

Spellings in Year 1 

Your child will be given new spellings each 

week to learn at home. We will have a 

spelling test every Friday. New spellings will 

be given out on Friday. Please ensure that 

spelling books are coming back into school 

on Fridays for our spelling morning. 

Homework 

Each term the children will receive an 
exciting project linked to our class topic to 
be completed in their homework journals. 
These will be given out at the beginning of 
each term to be completed over the half 
term. 
The home time arrangements sheet is kept 
in the reception entrance. It is important 

this is completed at the beginning of the 
week to ensure the going home routine runs 
smoothly. 
Any letters or reply slips, which need to be 
returned can be given to a member of the 
Year 1 staff. We like to ensure that 
children are as independent as possible in 
Year 1 therefore we encourage them to 
take responsibility for checking their book 
bags.  
Water bottles – Children will need to bring 
a water bottle from home and must have 
this in school everyday. If your child is 
attending a sports club they will take their 
waterbottle from the classroom to the club 
with them. 
Please note shoes and coats need to be 
clearly labelled to ensure children don’t mix 
up items with other children.  
If you have any concerns or questions at 
all please do not hesitate to come and see 
me.  
Useful websites to access at home 
www.phonicsplay.co.uk 
http://www.ictgames.com/resources.html  
https://www.mathletics.com/uk/ 
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