
 
 
 
 
www.rothwellstmarys.co.uk 
(0113) 2828182   Head Teacher’s Newsletter 29 1.5.19 

 
Important days and 

dates for this half term 

 

Friday 3rd May 

Wear sports clothes and 

bring a bottle (FOSM) 

 

Monday 6th May 

Bank Holiday Monday 

Y2 SATs begin this week 

 

Friday 10th May 

Y1 Class Assembly 9am 

 

Monday 13th May 

KS2 SATs week 

 

Friday 17th May 

Sports Day and Family 

Fun Day- weather 

permitting 

 

Sunday 19th May 

10.30am 

First Holy Communion 

 

Thursday 23rd May 

Break up 

 

Friday 24th May 

Training Day for Staff 

 

Monday 3rd June 

Training Day 

New Parents Meeting 

5.45pm 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance:  

The best attending class last week was Reception with 99%. Many thanks to parents 

for ensuring that their children are in school each day, it really does make a difference.  

 

Behaviour: The class with the most children on Gold or Pink ticks this week 

was Year 3.  Keep up your excellent behaviour. Children are continuing to 

demonstrate excellent behaviour and are working extremely hard. Well done 

to all your children. 

 

Stephen Lawrence: We celebrated the anniversary of Stephen Lawrence in school on 

Monday. The official date was 22
nd

 April but due to holidays we moved our day. The 

children looked amazing in a touch of orange. Thanks to Rosalina in Year6, all the staff 

were able to wear an orange pin badge in memory of Stephen. The children were 

keen to find out about what happened to Stephen and think about what it teaches 

them about living life in harmony today. We keep learning and hopefully we make a 

difference.  

 

Wear Sports Wear and bring a bottle: We will be having a 

‘Wear Sports Wear’ on Friday 3
rd
 May. This is in return for 

brining a bottle. We are aiming to have some stalls at our 

Family Sports BBQ day on Friday 17
th
 May (weather 

permitting). If you can help in any way, please come a let the 

office know and they can add you to the list. Again, I make a 

plea for more volunteers to support FOSM!  

 

Sleepover: Our annual Sleepover will be for Year 5 and Year 6 on Friday 7
th
 June. 

Letters will be sent out this week. The reason for early notice is that a risk assessment 

for a residential must be submitted to the Local Authority. If any adults can help in any 

way, please get in touch.  

 

Sacramental Preparation: Year 4 – we have now finished the I belong book so there 

will be no more after school sessions. The children will visit Church on Thurday 16
th
 in 

the afternoon for a run through. We will be practising receiving communion and 

readings etc in school in the meantime. A huge thank you to the staff and to the 

parents who have supported along the journey.    

 

The First Holy Communion Mass will be on Sunday 19
th
 May at 10.30am. The girls 

need to wear traditional white/cream dresses and boys to wear dark grey/black 

trousers and a white shirt (no jeans). Hopefully you have purchased a tie and sash for 

your son from school via school money. Following the mass Fr Eamon has booked out 

the hall for parents to arrange a small breakfast. This should only be juice, buns, 

Thought for this week:  
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Class Assemblies this 

year 

 

Year 1 

Friday 10th May @ 9am 

 

Reception 

Friday 21st June @ 9am 

 

Clubs: 

Monday - Yr3 Parents' 
morning 8:30am 
 

Tuesday –  
Yr6 Maths booster (8:00 

- 8:45am & 3:00-3:45) 
                   
Lego Club 3-4 

 
Year 4 English Club 

after school 
 

Wednesday –  
Yr1 Phonics Morning 
8:30 

 
Yr6 English (SPAG)after 

school 
                         
Yr3 Parents' morning 

8.30am 
 

Thursday - Yr6 
Reading after school 
                    

Musical theatre after 
school 

 
Y4 Communion  
3-3.45pm 

                    
Friday - Netball after 

school 
 

Collective Worship 

Times: All parents/ 
grandparents are 

welcome to attend. 
 

Rec - Thursday 2:40 

Yr1 - Thursday 2:40 
Yr2 - Thursday 2:40 

Yr3 - Tuesday 9am 
Yr4 - Thursday 2:40 
Yr5 - Thursday 2:40 

Yr6 - Thursday 2:40 
 

 
 

 

savouries and tea/ coffee for parents. Normally parents have put table cloths, balloons 

etc in the hall to make it special.  

 

Each family will be allocated a bench and this will be tight for each family due to the 

number of children making their First Holy Communion. You will find your child’s 

name on the bench allocated (randomly). The children will take part in the mass with 

readings, offertory and bidding prayers. If each child could be seated on the end of the 

bench during the mass. I hope that this clarifies lots of questions that are floating about 

on Whatsapp. 

 

Attendance: At the end of each half term I have to review attendance 

and produce a report to governors. Our process is to remind parents via 

letter if your child’s attendance has fallen below 95% for the half term. 

This is a standard letter regardless of reasons for absence. We do 

appreciate that illness also means days off but we have a duty of care to 

inform you of your child’s attendance rate. Illness absence is not unauthorised absence. 

Our overall school attendance has risen significantly from this point last year and we 

are now at 97.2%.  

 

Mrs Hobson – Breakfast club! Mrs Hobson and her family are taking part in the 

Northumberland coast Mighty Hike , 26 miles from Alnwick castle to Bamburgh castle 

in aid of MacMillan cancer relief. We are calling ourselves The Hiking Obo's 

The link for our joint page is: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/hikingobos2019?utm_campaign=pfp-

email&utm_content=Hikingobos2019&utm_medium=fundraisingpage&utm_source=S

harethis&utm_term=q9pNaENJw  

They have currently raised an amazing £1342.00 – Keep it going! 

 

School Dinners: Just a reminder to parents within Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 – As 

you are aware, you benefit from government funded meals for your children up to the 

end of Year 2. We are beginning to see a huge decline in school meals, particularly in 

Year 3. A hot meal in the middle of the day is of great value to your child both for 

their physical well being but also their health. Please consider this when planning your 

budgets going forward.  

 

School Money/ Minimum Payments: Our school money site is so invaluable to the 

running of our school and it has a huge benefit to both school and parents. The 

minimum payment charge is set to avoid school having to pay an additional charge on 

every transaction. We appreciate that this can sometimes be frustrating. Please be rest 

assured that your account will be in credit and all you need to do is let the office staff 

know and they can transfer your credit to what you want to pay for e.g. cinema night 

or a school trip. If you have any questions please come and see the staff in the office.  

 

Always remember that the door is open, and your first port of call should be your 

child’s class teacher. If you need to speak further, then please see Mrs Hartley, Mrs 

Martin or failing that myself. It is always better to nip things in the bud and get a 

resolution quickly with your child’s teacher.   

Yours sincerely,  

Miss S Leonard (Head teacher head@rothwellstmarys.org.uk) 
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