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First of all I would like to thank everybody here for making the effort to attend the AGM tonight. The main purpose of 
this report is to highlight what FOSM have achieved over the last year. 

I have been in the role of Chair for two years. It is hard to juggle families and work without the added pressure of 
school fundraising, but you have all worked so hard over this past year to raise funds for our children and Rothwell St 
Mary’s. All the monies that are raised go back into school for all the children to benefit from. 

So with this in mind I would like to say a few thank you’s. 

There are so many people I would like to thank personally but we’d be here until next week. One person who does 
deserve a massive thank you is Sarah. Sarah very sadly lost her battle with cancer earlier this year. For the last six 
years Sarah was a very active member of FOSM, even when she was ill and in pain she continued to do all she could 
behind the scenes whether it be shopping or making gifts and bunting. Sarah has left a massive legacy on the school 
and her efforts have touched each one of our children and I for one am eternally grateful to Sarah.  

The next big thank you goes to our Treasurer Matt. Matt keeps our accounts to the penny and also keeps me on a 
tight budget when it comes to Christmas shopping. Matt has a very demanding job that takes a lot of his time as well 
as taking him away from home but still makes time for FOSM. I’m sure this would not be possible without the support 
of his lovely wife Becky so a massive thank you to the both of you. 

My fellow Elf Bernie, Bernie has worked alongside myself to fulfil the position of Vice Chair, she has been a massive 
support and has kept our tuck shop stocked and as always has been a big support to Santa. 

Thank you to Helen and Deborah in the office who always go over and above to help with emails, texts and sorting out 
our events on school money. This has taken so much work off us as we no longer have to sit for hours counting out 
cash. 

Thank you to Mr Williams who is always there to help setting up and clearing away for our events. He is a very 
talented man who can turn his hand to anything. 

The last thank you goes to everyone who helped in any way to make the last year the success it was. To all the 
parents, grandparents, members of staff who without their efforts FOSM would not be the success it is. Also to the 
children, they are the reason we all put in the efforts we do and their little smiles make it all worthwhile. 

This report outlines some of the events that have taken place over the last year, the Treasurer’s report cover the 
financial side of each event. 

We had two very successful discos this year. As well as the usual tuck shop, nail painting and drinks we sold glow sticks 
and accessories which the children loved. 

We had a Victorian themed Christmas fair this year which was brilliant, there were lots of lovely outfits and the choir 
as ever looked and sounded amazing. Santa did run behind time a little bit which had a knock on effect with the queue 
but it was worth the wait to see him. 

The outdoor Christmas tree once again looked spectacular as did the indoor tree. 



The pantomime performance which was in school this time was funded by FOSM, all the children enjoyed the 
performance. 

The cinema night was very successful and the children all had a brilliant time. One learning point would be film choice, 
the little ones were getting a bit restless by the end of the film. A shorter film next time. 

The sleepover was fantastic, the children had the best time. Thank you to Berni, Paul and Andy for sacrificing a night’s 
sleep for this event. Also thank you to Miss Leonard, Mrs Martin and Mrs Sweeney for giving up their sleep that night. 
The children were so well behaved and did get some sleep. 

The sports day became the first family day held at school. The day is normally split into KS1 and KS2 events and 
parents leave school at lunch time, this year we put on a BBQ and sold food and drinks so parents and Grandparents 
could stay at school and the children had their picnic lunch on the field with their families. The sun came out and it 
was a truly wonderful event. 

The summer fair was brilliant, the sun came out with a vengeance and the whole day was spectacular. The inflatable’s 
were unfortunately too hot for the children to use and the football quarter final also fell on the same day which did 
effect numbers. The flyover by the RAF Lancaster  was the highlight of the day and was talked about around Rothwell 
for days after. 

There have also been other events throughout the year, the Leeds 10k, Bags to school, the Nativity raffle to name but 
a few. 

We are also lucky enough to have parents who work for companies that offer ‘matched funding’ which makes a 
massive difference to our fund raising efforts. 

The funds that are raised all go back into school for the children to benefit from. This year FOSM have funded the  
pantomime, the Liturgical dancers, all the children received a Victorian goodie bag and Easter egg, Year 6 received a 
leavers book and pen. These are just a few of the thing we have been able to provide the school with. 

To conclude tonight’s AGM I would like to say thank you to everyone who has supported me this year as Chair, it has 
been amazing but I couldn’t have done it without the support and help from you guys. With all that said we had a 
hugely profitable year but it was a hard one. We have struggled to create support and this has meant that the load has 
been put onto the usual few that help with the organising, setting up and running the events. So moving forward this 
year we have no choice but to drop some events. The main purpose of FOSM is to create memories for our children of 
their time at Rothwell St Marys, fundraising is a by product of this. So for the coming year we are going to have the 
following events – 2 disco’s, a cinema night, sports day BBQ (weather permitting) and a sleep over for Years 5 & 6. If 
anyone does want to get involved please get in touch and maybe next year we can look at organising more events. 

 

  


