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Important days and dates 
for this half term 

Tuesday 16th January pm 
Pantomime in school 

 
Wednesday 17th January 
Young Voices – Sheffield 

Arena 
 

Thursday 18th January 
FOSM meeting in school 

 
Monday 29th January 

No after school provision 
due to staff training 

 
Friday 2nd February 
Year 4 Water Trip 

 
Friday 2nd February 

Cinema Night 
 

Monday 5th February 
Parents Evening 3.15-6.30pm 

 
Tuesday 6th February 

Parents Evening 3.15-6.30pm 
 

Friday 9th February 
Half Term 

 
Monday 19th February  

Training Day 
 

Tuesday 20th February 
School Opens 

Art Day 
Admission into Reception -

This will close on 15th January 
2018. If your child will be 4 

before 31st August, then you 
need to apply during this 

round. Please apply online 
AND come and ask for a 

supplementary information 
form at school or download 

from our school website 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance: The best attending class last week was Year 3 with 
98%. Well done and keep it up! Our overall school attendance 
has dropped to 96.7%. I do hope that we manage to get this 
back above 97% this half term.  
 
Epiphany Liturgy: Many thanks to Miss Sweeney and to the Mini Vinnies for leading us in 
our liturgy last Friday. They wrapped up the Christmas season brilliantly by reminding us 
all of the gift of Jesus and the visitation of the Wise Men. A message of love was shared 
amongst everyone. Fr. Eamon kindly came to bless our new hand held prayer crosses for 
Collective Worship. I know that our children love to pray and this will provide them with 
an extra resource to do it.  
 
Parent Partnerships: We are very fortunate to 
have so many opportunities for our children to 
experience a rich and varied school life. Many of 
these are provided by dedicated and talented 
staff that go above and beyond to involve 
children and families in the daily life of our 
Catholic school and in the curriculum as a whole.  
 
I will be updating the second page of the newsletter with clubs on offer to pupils as well 
as times when you are most welcome to share in the Catholic Life of the school. This is the 
core reason why your children come to school each day and it is a passion of mine in my 
role as Head Teacher. Children learn to be well rounded human beings in your care at 
home and we extend this in our role as Catholic educators in school. As working parents 
we understand your daily commitments but if you or a family member can spare 10 
minutes to come to one in the next term, that would be wonderful and your child would 
be delighted.  
 
Your child’s primary years will pass very quickly and to have been a full part and a support 
to your children is the best thing that you can do. What greater gift could we all have than 
to share our childhood memories with our parents in later life. Life is a gift! 
 
Young Voices: We will be taking our choir children to sing in the largest choir at Sheffield 
Arena on Wednesday 17th January. You should now have received your final information, 
tickets and t-shirts. If anyone is missing anything, please come and see us.  
 
Parents Evenings: These will be on Monday 5th and Tuesday 6th February. Ms MacPherson 
will launch the appointment system on Monday 22nd January.  

 
 Year 3 Reconciliation: Year 3 children will make their sacrament of 
Reconciliation on Saturday 17th March (St Patrick’s Day!). We will prepare the 
children in school time but you are very welcome to join in for one or more 
sessions. We aim to complete the course in 4 weeks, starting after half term. 

Ethos statement of the 
week: 

I try to follow our school 
and classroom rules 
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Class Assemblies this year 
Year 5 

Friday 2nd Feb @2pm 
Year 2 

Friday 23rd Mar @ 2pm 
Year 6 

Friday 27th April @ 2pm 
Year 1 

Friday 11th May @ 2pm 
Reception 

Friday 29th June @ 2pm 
 

Child / Parent weekly dates 
Monday 

Reception morning club 
8.30am 

Premier Sports Clubs3-4 
Kathy Music Club 

Y6 Spag 1-2pm 
 

Tuesday 
Reception morning club 

8.30am 
Mathletics Y6 from 23rd Jan 

 
Wednesday 

Reception morning club 
8.30am 

Premier Sports3-4 
Y6 Maths Booster 

Y6 Spag 
Reception Collective 

Worship 2.30pm 
Choir 

 
Thursday 

Reception morning club 
8.30am 

Y3 / Y4 French  
Year 3 Collective Worship 

9am 
Y1/Y2 /Y 4/ Y5 Collective 

Worship 2.40pm 
Art Club (TBC) 

 
Friday 

Premier Sports3-4 
Netball 3-4pm 

Gold Book Assembly 2pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Coulson, Mrs Hartley and Mrs Hunt will support the preparation of your children and 
we will be following a new programme. We will adapt the book so that you do not have to 
purchase your own. There will be some tasks for home but nothing too onerous.   
 
FOSM: We are starting to prepare for the events for the coming term and this will start 
with the meeting on Thursday 18th January in the School staff room at 7:00pm. It would 
be lovely to see you all if you’re able to attend. 
Remember these events that our children enjoy and 
benefit from are only possible due to hard the hard work 
and commitment by Parents, Grandparents and Carer’s. If 
you’re able to spare any time to help, please come along 
to the meetings or get in touch at yourfosm@gmail.com 
 
The Reception and Year 1 Nativity DVD’s will be available to buy on school money very 
shortly at a price of £3. 
 
Sacramental Preparation – Dates for your diaries 
Year 3 – Sacrament of Reconciliation will be on Saturday 17th March at 9am 
Year 5 – Sacrament of Confirmation will be on Sunday 20th May at 11am 
Year 6 – Sacrament of Confirmation will be on Sunday 24th June at 11am 
 
Always remember that the door is open, and your first port of call should be your child’s 
class teacher. If you need to speak further, then please see Mrs Hartley or Miss Coulson or 
failing that myself. It is always better to nip things in the bud and get a resolution quickly 
with your child’s teacher.   
Yours sincerely, Miss S Leonard Head teacher head@rothwellstmarys.org.uk 
 
Just a little read to show the quality of teaching and learning in RE in Year 5! 

The Modern Day Nativity by Ethan Dempsey 
In a city called Manchester, there lived a man and a woman (Mary and Joseph). 
They had just been to the hospital for a check-up but when Mary has been checked 
they found out she was pregnant.  
“Thank our almighty God”, is what she had said, but at that time they had to go to 
Leeds (Joseph’s hometown) for census. They called a taxi to take them there. It 
was a long, uncomfortable journey for Mary. Meanwhile Joseph was trying to get 
a reservation on Trivago. He’d only found a small flat in which someone had died 
in. “It is our only option”, he sighed. It was worse than they thought but it was all 
they had.  
“Joseph! The baby is coming”, she cried. Five minutes of crying was over and the 
baby was born.  
“What should we call him?” Joseph asked. Mary heard a voice in her head.  
“This is my son Jesus, the Messiah of man”, is what the voice said. Joseph had 
heard it too… 
“Jesus he said”.  
Meanwhile a group of mechanics had been visited my an angel who said that in 
Leeds the Messiah had been born. They set off consumed by curiosity.  
In Sheffield there were three millionaires who had also received a message from 
an angel, whilst travelling to Leeds. When they arrived they gave little Jesus an I-
phone, the new Lynx deodorant and a £500, 000 cheque. At that moment, the 
mechanics arrived gazing in awe and wonder.  
This was the first Christmas. 
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